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Abstract  
 

The first major action of the 1st Anzac Corps on the Western Front was the Battle of 

Pozières Ridge, which was conducted from 23 July to 3 September 1916. During this 

time the three divisions of 1st Anzac Corps rotated in and out of the line twice, each 

time conducting one or more offensive operations against heavily-defended German 

positions. At its conclusion, the fighting around Pozières and Mouquet Farm had to its 

record a very high casualty rate for only the most modest of territorial gains. 

 

This thesis examines the series of operations conducted by 1st Anzac Corps during 

the six weeks of the Battle of Pozières Ridge. These operations are more 

representative of the Somme than the large attacks like the ill-fated first day or the 

night attacks of 14-15 July. On any given day during the Battle of the Somme only a 

small percentage of the line was engaged in fighting the enemy – almost invariably in 

the same kind of limited, set-piece attacks made by 1st Anzac Corps at Pozières and 

Mouquet Farm.  

 

The particular focus of this thesis is on the agency of mid to low levels of command in 

the military hierarchy during this battle. Detailed reports, orders and message of the 

battle survive in the archives in the Australian War Memorial which are in so many 

cases simply unavailable for other contemporary British or Dominion formations. 

They allow a detailed examination of the fighting in this area that is simply not 

possible in so many cases because of a scarcity of records at lower levels. They reveal 
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a wide range of operational approaches at brigade, battalion, and in some cases 

company level. They also, importantly, describe the point at which diversity and 

innovation could not have any impact at these lower levels as a result of problems at a 

higher level of command.  

 

After some initial success, 1st Anzac Corps began conducting operations that 

diminished in scope, with shorter objectives, smaller attacking forces and serious 

problems with coordination between the artillery and the infantry. Forward 

movement was increasingly limited and only correlated to Reserve Army’s strategic 

vision in the vaguest of terms. The Australian memorial at the Windmill carries the 

words of Charles Bean, who said ‘Australian troops… fell more thickly on this ridge 

than on any other battlefield of the war’. This study of the battle reveals that more 

often than not, this was an unnecessary waste of lives and resources for the most 

negligible of gains, if any gains were made at all. 
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Notes 

…on measurements 

All measurements in this thesis maintain the use of the imperial scale as found in 

primary documents. Conversions may be carried out using the information below. 

Imperial Measurement    Metric Equivalent 

1 inch  =  2.54 centimetres 

1 yard  =  0.91 metre 

1 mile (1760 yards)  =  1.6 kilometres 

1 pound  =  0.45 kilogram 

1 ton  =  0.9 metric ton 

 

 

…on nomenclature 

The usual form for naming formations and units is as follows: First Army, I Corps, 1st 

Division, 1 Brigade, 1st Battalion. However, I have chosen to use the naming 

conventions of the 1st Anzac Corps at the time of the fighting at Pozières and 

Mouquet Farm. The most notable difference comes with the name of 1st Anzac Corps 

itself – Anzac is an acronym and the name of the corps can be correctly rendered as I 

ANZAC. Corps headquarters most commonly referred to itself as I A. & N.Z.A. Corps in 

its own documents, but all divisions, brigades and units below referred to it almost 

invariably as “1st Anzac Corps” – hence the reason that this is the name in use in this 

thesis. The British corps on the flanks of the Australians preferred the use of the 

roman numeral, which is reflected in the text. Similarly, although “1 Brigade” is now 

considered the correct form of naming brigades, all documentation in the 1st Anzac 

Corps refers to its brigades as “1st Brigade, 2nd Brigade” etc, and that is again the 

form retained in the text. 
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… on quotations 

While all quotations cited within this thesis are of course taken verbatim from the 

original source, in some cases I have modified the presentation of the words. 

Abbreviations have generally been rendered in full – for example, where the original 

writer has hurriedly scribbled ‘Coy’ or ‘co.’ for company, the full word is represented 

in text when quoted here. This is simply for ease of reading. The meaning of the word 

itself or the order of the wording of the message or quotation has not been altered in 

any way. Similarly, it was standard practice during the war to capitalise the names of 

places in the middle of text (handwritten or typescript) to minimise the chance of 

misreading during or after battle – for example ‘the 4th Battalion will take DOT 

TRENCH tonight’. These capital letters have also been removed so as to avoid 

unintentional emphasis on certain words for the modern reader. These place names 

were also misspelled in a colourful variety of ways – “Moquet Farm” and “Posiers” 

being favourites. Other writers preferred the French – notably for “Ferme du 

Mouquet”. Different writers may variously use forms of words in messages or 

documents which were even then becoming archaic, for example “shew” for “show” 

or “to-night” for “tonight”. In each of these cases, the modern variant was used or 

inserted. These and other spelling errors or inconsistencies have been corrected to 

the standardised, modern spelling and the English name used unless otherwise 

indicated.  
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