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I0LOGY AND EDUCATION

t was sald lonz g0 that the proper
of mankind is man. The study,

Utoplan dreamers, or well-wishers of
thelr race—according as one chooses
‘o regard them—have speculated on
the possibility of extirpating hereditary
(predisposition to mental or physical
\defects In future generations, by dis-

‘parents. Nor Is it alone the elimina-
uon of defects which they have In|
mh;d By attentlon: to breeding thev!
jare sanguine of carrying the human
to such altitudes of greatness as

ta dwarf into insignificance the race|
of en whom the Nazls are doing
‘best to develop by excluding from |

e country all but Nordies.  The!

8, 0f course, Is as old as the days
‘Plato. who, In his “Republic,” pro-
|posed that the race should be carrled |
198 by parents chosen by the State. the
resulting offspring belng committed.
ifke racehorses. to the care of proper
fralners. It is all very well to sav
With Heine that a man ought to be
careful In his choice of parents. The
drawback to these plans of artificial

rountries clllmlng to be civilised. lt
Iwould not have been expected that thels,
right of a man to elect his rulers, in
other wonds to call his political soul
his own, would have caused so much
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Itself eshblhhed‘ or that lungi would
‘have to be habituated to the pure alr|

of freedom for at least a few genera-

tions in order to create a craving|
for it

‘There are some who say that this)
craving is inherent, and cannot be ac-
quired, and that there s something In
his national temperament swhich in-
clines the Briton to revolt against the o
idea of being the slave of any ruler,
Dr. MacBride, however, holds that what
applies to one section of the human
race applies to another; that hablts of
thought may be acquired by training
and experlence; and that there is no|
lmit to what may be auomp!‘.shzd

* {through these agencles. This theory he

has tested by experimentation; and, the
human race not being avallable as a
subject, Professor W. MacDougall,

"R.S,, Is quoted as having used genera-
tlons of rat$ to solve the problem as to
the heritability of mental conditions.|bo:
Into a tank of water provided with two
ways of escape, in the shape of plat-

the ather safe and easy, successive gene-
rations of rats were plunged. Shocks i
taught the earller ones to avold the
electrified route and take to the other;
and with later generations, the avold-
ance became an Iinstinct. Lest it
should be sald that the lesson was im-
parted by parent to offspring, the latter
jwas removed from the mother at birth.
and suckled by a foster-mother wholly,
unfamliliar with the tank. Yet, when
placed In the water, rat after rat
avoided the danger; and what could the
|experimenter conclude but that here
IWas a case of transmitted intelligence?
Bmuiments of other kinds, with in-
sects for their subjects, clinched the
truth that mental habits can, like physi-
cal tralts, be evolved. The d{scovcry has o
a bearing on evolution; but its real sig-
nificance for humankind les in thc de-
monstration of  what = education.
protracted over a long  enough

breedinz s that children have a way
of differing fundamentally from their
progenitors and from each other.
seemis Bopeless to expect that a time
will ever come when they will be pro-
\duced after any prescribed pattern, or
temperamental differences
8 frequently astonish us in!

period, may = accemplish. We cannot
all be born In a country where
supermen, by the mere fact of thelr
bizth there, are as common as “autum-
nal leaves that strew the brooks in Val-
lombrosa.” but & very good substitute for
such a privilege may be found in an
adequate system of . education, which,
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GATHERING OF 1,500 &
 MEDICAL MEN.. _

B.M.A. Conference To
Begin On September 10
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