KAPUNDA;
a study of the establishment

of a community in rural South
Australia

by

I.J. Bettison

1960

Presented as part of the requirements for the Honours
Degree of Bachelor of Arts in History from the
University of Adelaide



CHAPT®R

CHAPTER

CHAPTER

CHAPTFR

CHAPT¥R

CHAPTTFR

CHAPTFR

CHAPTFR

I1:

I11:

IV:

VII:

VIIT:

Index

The Beginnings of Town end District...........
First settlement; description of the country;
discovery of copper; early mining; growth of
the mine

Consolidationeeseescececsceocscconsssassscscasnse
Peak production; development; new companies;
decline and close of the mine

The People; and Their Churches..i.ceveeceees.
Fthnic groups; populationy; occupationsy
Methodists; Congregntionalists; DBaptists;
Salvation Army; Roman Catholics; Anglicans

The FoarmerSoeeceeeccosscescssascesosssssssscssssas
Settlement on the land; produce; implement
makerss; roilweys; horse sales

Newspapers and Councils.coeciviceoacionacoacses
"Northern Star"; "Kapunde Herald"; Town
Council; Objections by Mining Company to
inclusion in the Council areag early
difficulties of the Council

Nistrict Council

Iaw and Order..ccseeiceecessecssoscnsensaasscss
Police protection from aborigines; the need
for courts; appnointment of Justices; the
Pelice

The Peonle's Fffort....ceeecicioecrnasseccceces
Religion; living conditions; military force;
politics; doctors; the move for a hospital;
Show Scciety; Cultural societies; Institute

ConclusSioNeeeeeeceaceossosossscssssnsscccssccsnns
Recapitulation: Review

Page

12

19

31

36

44

48

56



Ix

I1X

Iv

VI

VII

VIII

Appendices

Land prices and sales at 1846 auction of lots surrommding
Mine.

Meps of Hundred o»f Kapunda, and County Lipht.
Maps of the Mines.

Copner production tables.

Precipitate production by acid process.
Copper prices.

Abstract from 1861 Census.

Population, Kepunda Township.



Prefnce

This is not a comprchensive history of a place, » time, or a
nerson. It is en attempt to see whet hapnened when a medium sized
settlement wns established at a place reasconably remote from the
main centre of the Colony. In this perticular case, there was a
nevly estehlished copner mine te attract other than the agriculturelists
and graziers who migrht normally hove heen expected to predominste.

*n interaction of mining and other primary preducing interests might
be exnected; eand in this thesis there is an attempt to find if this
WNS SO0.

An annlogy might be drawn betwecen the copper mines at Kepunda
*nd the historical resenrcher. On the surfnace there was, iritially,
hiph orade ore. Hining w~s easy. Naturally, the rrecess of winning
deener ores was mor~ cestly, and ns it bapnened, the cvelity of the ore
deteriorated. On re-working the mines, it wne found that the auality
of the ore wes much lower than bae heen nredicted, and much dross and
vselesas meterierl hed te he removed before peynhle ore was available.
90 it is fer the bistorien. Initial yields are high, and digging is
rervired to get encugh material to male operation worthwhile, if he
requires more than ¢nn be ecasily wor from the surface. This is
norrel. But. more intensive working reveals useless — unrelinble -
materiel by the ton. In this distriect, vhere families can show
settlement for about a hundred years, Jemeuds have arisen. Mostly,
these lepgends are very crmfortabhle ard eesily mccentable. No-one has
had cause to douht them, andthey have gained credence by publication
in some newspaper. This has had a twofold effect; firstly, they
terd to authenticate that legend to the researcher; and, secendly,
it tends to pernetuate the story in a district where rewsparers,
especially in m>tters of history, arc often reparded as having the
infellibility of Holy Writ. "Vox", of "The Advertiser", has recorded
much interesting folk—=lore of the district. It is doubtful whether
he hes recerded as much histery.

fne instance — not pointed at "Vox" - illustrates this. It is
commonly assumed in the district that the mines closed hecause
suiteble pumpine machinery could not be hought by the virtually
bankrupt operators to enable working of the rich lode — whose
concentration increased with denth — which was below water level.
In fact, the mine was worked out. There were no indicetions that
there wes rich ore 2t denth. And the cermeny concerned, was not
interested to buy machinery anyvay. This other may hnve been o
story advanced by the compeny to explain the closing dewn of operations,



an?d it prohebhly was: a nlethore of ruwours circulated at the time of
the close—-dnvn. Rut informntion as to the final <tnte of affairs
ves anite easily obtaineble; no-cne has hothered to lock for it.

These are scurce Aifficrlties vhich nearly all historians must
comtend with. But they seem to be exeggerated in this case, snd I
hrye spept much more time in leying phosts durinsy the rreparation of
this theesis thor T had snticiprted.

A preface c1lows 2n ruthor to acknewledge the asgistonce of
nthers in his nreparation. In this thesis I have been mruch helped
by the assistence of the Staff of the South Australian Archives,
from whorme files all nf the early photogrephs come: by theClerks
of the Town and District Councils, by the ministers of the various
Churches in the town, by the Constahle—in-Charge of the Police Station,
and by local residents; all of these heve made records in their
possesgion freely availahle to me.

The analogy drawn between copper mining and the town's history

i® not ouite completo. ftenloricel Surveys hrve indicated that there
are possihly lodes vhich h~ve nnt heen encountered in previous
operations waiting to bhe discovered. This thesig may show that there

is still much more valuable historical material availabhle in the town
and district, which corld be very rewarding to a patient researcher.



Abbreviations

S.ALA. South Australian Archives
"Star® "The Northern Star"

"Herald"” "The Kapunda Herald"

"Ohserver" "The Adelaide (hserver"
"Advertiser" "The Advertiser"

"Register" "The South Australisn Register"

Reference to South Australian Archives materiel is given according to
its catalogued number in the Archives, followed by its date (where
applicable). For instance A485/1845 refers to document no. 485 in
the Colonial Secretary's Office incoming file for 1845,






