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BECHE-DE-NER €.1830.

Morrell, Benjamin, "A narrative of four voy&ases....." New York 1832,

B.401, "The learned and scientific Doctor Pascalis, after I
returned from this my fourth voyage, wrote an article for the public
papers, in which he describes it in the following words:-—

"It is that mollusca from the Indian Seas which is known in
commerce by ths Frenc!lname bouche de mer (a nice morsel from the sea),
If T am not much mistaken, the celebrated Cuvier calls it gasteropeda
pulmonifera, It is abundantly gathered in the coasts of the Pacific
Islands, and gathered esyecially for the Chinese market, whers it com-
mands & great price, perhaprs as much as their much-talked—of 'sdible
birds' nests,' which are probably made up of the gelatinous matter
picked up by a species of swallow from the body of these molluscae.
They have no shell, no legs, nor any prominent part, except an absorb-
ing and an excretory, opposite orgams: but by their elastic rings, like
caterpillars or worms, thay creep in shallow waters; in which, when
low, they can be seen by a kind of swallow, the sharp bill of which,
inserted in the soft animal, draws a gummy and filamentous substance,
which, by drying, can be wrought into the solid walls of their nest.
Hence the name of gasteropeda pulmonifera."

This mollusea is oblong, and of different sizes, from three to
eighteen inches in length; and I have seen a few that were not less
then two feet long, They are nearly round, a little flattish on one
side, which lies next the ground, or bottom of the seaj; and they are
from one inch to eight inches thick., They crawl up into shallow water
at particular ssasons of the year, probably for the purpose of gendering,
as we often find them in pairs, It is when the sun has the most power
upon the water, rendering it tepid, that they approach the shores and
often into places so shallow, that on the tide's receding they are
left dry on the coral rsef, exposed to the heat of the sun. But they
do net bring forth their young in shallow weter, as we never sea any
of their progeny; and the full-grown ones are always seen coming in
from deer water. They feed principally on that class of zoophytes which
produce the corzl,

The biche-de-mer is generally taken in three or four feet water:
after which they are taken to the shore, where they are split at one
end with a knife, the incision being one inch or more , aceording te the
size of the mollusea, Through this opening the antrails ars forced out
by pressure, and they are much like those of any other small tenant of




the deep. The article is than washed, and afterward boiled

to a certain degree, which must not be too much nor too little.
They are then buried in the ground for four hours; +hen boiled
again for a short tims, after which they are dried, sither by the
fire or ths sun. Those cured by the sun are worth the most; but
whers' one piecul (1331f3 1b.) can be cured that ways, 1 can cure
thirty picul by the fire, When once properly cured, they can he
kept, in a dry place, for two or three years, without any risks bub
they should be examined once in every few months, say four times &
year, to see if any dampness is likely fo affect them. A picul,
according to the Chinese weight, is 133%/3 1b. avoidupois.,

The Ghinese, as before stated, consider biche-ds-mer a very
great /402/1uxur§; believing that it wonderfully strengthens and
nourishes the system, and .renmews the sxhausted vigour of the im-
moderate voluptuary, - The Tirst quality commands a high price in
Canton, being worth ninety dollars a piculy the sscond quality,
seventy-five dollars; +the third, fifty dollars; the fourth,
thirty dollars; the fifty, twenty dollarsy; the sixth. twelve
dollars; the seventh, eight dollars; and the eighth guality only
four dollars per picul, Small cargoss, howevar, will often bring
mere in Manilla, Sing&yor% and Batavia. "




T P 2 I, - et B | S e ; v i
b :‘1"‘ I . ';-“ f y . \l-ll

LY

S Lefhoncd by T

-

ol ~ Wil T Qirlstn,y G el Vil i

4\0-4._ (Oln?_) 1.535’)) ‘#‘ A= N

|'5 . _rzf— "&W 7/64 '@/‘7 %4647 mﬁp’? AT
/”/‘\“‘{' o ek 'ﬁa Pma -iuc\} 2o /d( /)f"go.

-;""?‘*‘*W Jm_%aé;,émaaz

@Mﬁuwfm/bw(mbg

CM'«LM)

Fllew

M

%/u EWM 4-.-&.

]

DB Gt i i s

ﬁ CM4{.¢-:£ /4/"? -mf-‘;f'&ﬂ /"" 'E"“"/crﬁa\ 7/(’ %;"?"Q 14
& Durke Hibof He £ G mz::wczuaf
::ag‘ ;t“ : ﬁe %&. A._,e‘- / ey //% "4 "é

bl ol Mﬁm//&& M«fwé‘: 1
i M% ;
e i U e i

s
5‘? /441_

A L
of 4 5
Dma‘

/ Wt R fiy’&’us:y \/733

o X

A%(—-:*’duf‘ f/é’-«_aﬁ&r %@M"a{{

1"

Yok vadely f e £y U Toft of 7‘~7’-"~1'--
Gingl 0&24,, Av(‘% Bt /M»EF‘L& M‘JW&M

ol i@ N st of Gl & E by e ’/w

EWMJJ. o e ngm P—au.--_l.



4

-

t

J

s __
el _ %
[ 2 y l
R6.S of lurlila Scill Guse Drach xxdiiz) ee i
{ 74 = g = ] ;
o5, | g
P a5

5ot o az'or_Aﬂ..z p srg,? Mol M,{%/f&.s
Jra,[gqpé LY e s S ajm R"‘% M 4

obrone xfedil, Gyl A‘Am/o» M%ﬂ»

a%wﬂﬁw&:g%"z‘é”“ 4‘“‘{‘?
ng/am‘f"a Aeloviin: ol M’;.

C(""""'f--(m[ A’Fib&bfu&g % g ‘& s M '—‘g‘é‘_ % ;.'I.:

,_...-

% A e :é;é’s—a/..a«m

!
"}
3

éh.. i - o }
-
SR

L
:

’)ww— Soptd IIV‘.&, Treele 7,‘@76;4} I78-05".

i of te rels Hoidist " PLoeang il o R0

d*&o%{%m.%j&kwé'
ut,»¢ac,.¢“awaz,a. «.4464(@4;,‘

.

v

Bt E Lt RGAMEL Kuarss ik /
o cfudey, Gl b o .a% Sl - ik

i
F
L

e -



o

i . “d T-"'LF‘, 2 )
S| o AT T
£ 'I"" :'ﬁ{_ -l’t% )ﬁ% 45;};1‘%&}, S
. '_-__':" _;:',Ir‘-_-. L

[

e . 'I F e ,‘,‘
;‘f}.l ‘ ‘h'.!‘{}a’\'ﬁ MLJ"-" ﬂq{"v ﬂ.:‘, f'
""*'l*"" G ¥ ':'hﬁ«

St T e LR z | gl Bowt &w =1
- ' : - el

S
-l'

~_': ! L«’u
,m_

.J-l'|.|l' \\3.. \ a ’
“*m .ﬁj._d,”f;:&-r.w, =

"r-:-.I .N‘ ""1}"
1‘ i
-2l '“-!‘rf T

. -

- |

. f1




f&'l?‘&h@ilg’ac} _ M
Pe.&;o /-..» LS (s: o S

ym%a«f‘ af PG-«(A« Taesle m.’;, lf!'ﬁl a._( "T-l“{‘ P 2
:-"-‘_ T-.,;We Ioluds 1620~ 1840 "




'55"7 P%.Q

:ué*- :ea-é:

n__"v.

{‘_- - ,.‘qm "‘jnl-!“”'.-_. A '.::_ K t: _.?.‘ "i.'t h'.*""-_-‘:"jlj‘:.ﬁ"'" .u.‘:... .'r-l'_(“" -, :’ .._,‘_"-.._-; A "-0_1‘
Dﬁj ;lﬂp q ini n?}q, bﬂ” ﬁ;’i fa’} 5" 2?0 X o‘é’},? "54.« 9‘%"'9
' #

..:rim H&Q, : aux 4?5‘/& .,.mia7‘~£ﬁ“«)_

” -f‘ ¥

-.-,

6&,.. h}u s-g, a’a md,&, -_f;; R-iJ'_-;.z ,'""' ‘é_




BEcHE - DE -~ MER f&/nw.-ua ﬁ»w "“"Z: !: ;

)

R)

)

(%)

©)

(€)

(7 )

(9)

(Io)

Oelome £ H T""j‘;‘h I9€oncde anel ot gronfe 1850 ?:'9
,}*ﬂatlél Gt Beehe - olo - o TR I ity PG L o /bm- e o ;
e o=

Beke A MM Mﬁ‘#& &S g%‘} F‘/‘% ]

3 18¢ s W cldey y Gobn, €

U Bedeo ole ma.¢m.~Gﬂﬁy hf“7h¢&'ab ey e&j@uguug

%waa.ur. ele. C;)éu,,._u: U, Sw’ L. ¢ 7895 5

5

Complell s " The cblipr c«dr% oty Q/.: A
l"j{(f. W "/Wf‘ sf't‘ - j'o(v\ JP“‘_ i 1".3/#. #a? 37

Sese | G "S%Jc\ S’ Il o A Dl ot
ol e R s B S ) R 1o

el Lavcls™ T2 (18 80) Gofen | W S,

Ta Getne lntsy 94&? ke oo < nen 1 Grtbuobandd '
Qupt- /1? J,H _. 7?-9_

Daukler | 5 b TMA?, /"'42 o' Fye " R Peafe ,)"'?Tj;?“"‘,.

h . 372 -4,

Fecleot ‘*Wwiﬁﬂm-%.. U Gebo G Ugoble e Pead Shetl gt
Béke ~e - nen Fedpiao on' Ginlilung, “olsis choceie & U lalony oft
Q-e\.te’-,-?(n-»rf ) J?:?c?) wold Ogla, & Guwal o PM § f“’“““—‘m

1



i | . . it aiin e,
il |

il :
* -.,1. -..S

)
 BREcHE - pE- MER , el

o

&9 ot Termanta. . Hobad Gaplls J % Ty 19,1888
4 107?-—1106_ |

T T T, e T

(4] Teuker Siggs i St s Polly, Sen " (1905) . S-ea,.?.)a._
L ,-'.. : : : - g
e . ('2) }S.W ) 2R e T""/";r e T%*‘cwo&\?‘,’ . Wedderslarilo S .
A b S Beli ¢ gy dsog oy L), 2 A es
L O .26 . (’M&ﬁté o M -’5% PW?Q
:... (]} " PM dbo : 3 Ll . " #,
/ 3 Wololbnseo oo Tafas " .. Voyane cle detpurets,
owie  Ttaneg w) /800 - 18aq " 1 a, Pewr , F a
(“f') hp‘%.«?l Aael ){%u.? M é\_ Dl N .*,h. "2‘/%‘9 wé{e w”
s :
e
(:5',) % P LS " Bede . de - e, bmé..oé.;'-.“ Py “heevolep off e
Gruel~ Doag, M"}# R3g - 242
(16) § lordylo R B Bt i o Bave of e Sovkd Sep Il " 18>

07 Sule,e4. " Gdats,, ofa Cofos, foker . of Db, Guolit ",
i 3937_ 2/ ')-‘A

T4 /-
| e Blian & e TP WIONESE O
: 2% D T

— -

C‘J&-?“)
{l,) T‘"‘/‘? h.,. “1"?, faa “);‘3{7 Ly 1 R 1‘7? TN g Fo



(Q—) Tﬂo%‘;‘o”)\ )D = 2 4"@7& T%) 16 ¢ [/74‘7) .
() Dibapfle, Yexady @ Gevut of ikt forred Yok
Yo bdn Devckip o Wiy Dol flo | ok -
AL .Pé},’h %,, lrz:% AR O %&.‘” ’)"—?oé;,,k
wd of e Eort helo 4%9/ 4 (L%}/,?m)/
£ 33) &R
(4) %%— 'Co?;iesf‘) W st e V%,aﬁ,* Maﬁé& &
He /fl&?m ﬂ%%a- Tl el f75a_)),( P g
() Fldey Pl " Glome Ao Toa dobilo "
(L%/ /e?;:,_)) i : / 26 I71-3 183, a13
999-33/ Rs~7) 348
() e , PAlY B " Dski of Sy of He lidifs
ol e, Crls of lirtil fefved Colie H.
s 4 1818 ek 1822 " (5"*‘4%)’(‘937)- I)/’ZB/?;
ELEE 73 LR, ey gHBE 7 RSB SR VR

A A as5<go, .



h
-

; "l

!

" e




BECHE=-DE~MER REFERENCES
(1) Roe, Michael, "¥ew South Wales under Governor King"y ch,III, pp.29-33
and relevant footnotes; filed under WHALING in File No.4.

(2) HRNSW V:644-5. East India Company to Sir Stephen Cottrell, 6,6.05.
"(Copy filed under Barly Trade),



