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UNIVERSITY TRAINING COLLEGE.
o The Register recently recorded that a
mumber of students of the University
Tramllm-l.‘p!lmﬂ refused to undertake prac:
tical teéaching on the morming of the day
on which they were required to undergo a
termudl’ examination at the University.
Lhe Minister of Education has anthorized
I this issue the publication of a statement
by the Director of Rducation explaining
the cause of the disaffection among the
students relative to demands for |mﬁda}':¢
and  other concessions, iwhich have been
refused, and thg attitude of the department
I inmistng upon a practical training of
teachers.  The Minister has directed that
& letter shall’be sent 1o the parents and
ruanimnﬂ ol all the students who during
ast week :-1!3-'&1}}1*{1 themselves from duty
without permission, in effect requiring such
students to retire, unless they shall send
& declaration notifying that for the future
they will faithiully obey the instructions
i=sued to them. :

i,

} -

&W' No Dgpf"‘h?,

| YAINING STATE TEACHERS.

From *“Practical™:—"“There seems to ba
Hrequently reeurring; dificulties as ards
the hours and wm):k of pupl teachers.
Wonld it not be wise to raise the teaching

| profession to the level of the medical and |
We are never short nf!
Jdm:turﬁ nor lawyers, and they have to sub-'

egal profession?

mit to severe courses of study. If -all
teachers were prepgrgd at their own ex-
pense for their }rg sl

dllscated s0 s n(l'm'; they had attained a
certam  htness, ‘all these minor difficulties
would be swept away, A large number of
the candidates offering are those whose
parents have not been educated, and being

the first generation of students, they find:

the work very heavy, ' This really scems
the crux of the friction that so constantly
anges. A position at the end of ‘a- course
of study would draw just us many students
A% the present system, be far Jess expen-
‘sive, and probably more efficient.”
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quired Lo teach.

‘4 of whom_ sat for history

:‘ The Minister of Education has handed to

us the following statement by the Divector
of Educution (Mr. A, Williams) conceraing
the University Training College:—

The cause of the disafiection among the
students of the University '1313::11115: College
appears 1o b—ﬂ twofold:—1(1) lhl{ refusal 11{
the department to grant certiun requests
preferred by the students at different timcs
since January:  (2) the desire of the stu-
dents to devote the whole of their thme
to University studies, and a ¢onsequent ul-
willingness to enguge in any :n;nrl-: .
oS not-eount” towards g University de-
aree, _ 1 -
—Demands for Holidays.—

1. Since January three requests hive been
made, to whicli, after due consideration. thi
department found it unpossible to give a
favourable reply.  The first was an appli-
cation for one day’s leave for the whole of
the students, for the purpose of having a
picnic, [t was urged that they were
unable {o arrange for this on a Saturaay.
Gwingz to the sports engagemenis of somu
of the students. To such a request but
one reply was possible. The regulations
definitely and properly provide that special
' holidavs are on no account {o be given for
| the perronal convenience of the teacher, und
L astonishment was  expressed that  young
people, aspiring to educate our boys and

eirls, could propose to abandon a day’s work!

for personal enjoyment, and give plensure
precedence to duty, The second request
was made by the male students to the effect
| that half a day should be given up lo
cricket. In reply to this I expressed my
willingness to recommend the Honourable
the Minister to grant io Education Depart-
ment  students  the privilege  Cn-
eved by other
the Univeraity, viz,, that every \Wednesday
afternoon might be devoted to sport, pro-
vided the work not taken on that after-
noon was [iﬂ'ﬂl.! it some I"ILI.IL"I' time.
conditions were regarded as not sufiiciently
[nvourable, and were rejected cxcept ifor
oue pariicular occasion.
—Exemption from Teachiug.—

The third request was that the students
should be excused from attendance at the
schools for pmetical teaching on any morn-
ing during the week in which the Univer-
sity termimnal examinations were to be held.
The custom of the Training College dur-
imyg the present yeuar has been for every
'hlllt!t.'t_'l!. to devote one morning per week
~to this work of practical teaching in the
schools, one third of the total number
“going out on 'Tuesday, ‘ene third on Wed-
nesday, and the remainder on Thursday.
In no case were students prevented from
attending examinations through being re-
Had' any examinutions
been arranged for the morning, the practi-
‘cal work for that day would have lapeed s
a matler of course. The examinations
on the afterncons of the three davs dur-
tl‘lg last week were:—(1) Tuesday—Educa-

10Mn,
cwere to present themselves: (92) Wednes-
day—XNone; (3) Thursday—(a), 2 to 3
p.n., history (28 students): (b) 3 to 4
‘p.m., pure mathematics {{:d students,
1, : sol: (c
o 5 pam,, English literature (3 studiulh--.‘ﬂ
‘ Note,—No_students, except the four men-
tioned under (b) were required to sit for
more than one subject on any alternoon,
;j.hEF'E 1{"rﬂ“ﬂﬂl Exil.mlnﬂt-iﬂnﬂ tuke the lﬂuﬂﬂ.

of an ordinary lecture and,
occupy  about the same time, viz.,
rone  hour. For  yeurs past  head!
teachers  and nsgistants al work

i the city and suburban schools -
attended afternoon lectures at Lf;::zu Unlil'l'.fll:lf
[sity after the combvlalion of their dav's
| wark at school, and have sat for terminal
‘examinations, Lleachers have mnot
naked that they showd be excused from
teaching during the day, on the ground
that they wished to present themselves for
examinations in the ernoons. Should it
become necessary to grant leave to these

teactiers, the work in the schools could not -

‘be carried on.  In consideri

made by the students, one ;Il{g ll."l;‘: :ﬂ‘:;:
‘that led to the adverse decision was that
if their request were granted it would

scarcely be possible to refusg a similar ap-

plication from these head chord: an:
.mwil;n;:ﬁp;hu JH'& ntﬁv?L:g utﬁidﬁumﬁgld
-. ! ve ther : el
R g _u_hq:l't . ';ﬁ.tﬁouu in the :

which !

students at'

These!

< to 3 p.m.. for which 62 stndents

fstudents refused permission (o continue
the subject.  On the oocasion rﬂﬁﬁé}‘:tm
the maximnm uvwber of marks for the
examination was 20, and two students re-
ceived no marke: one student received 1%
mark:  two, 13 iwo, 1%:  {wo,
4.4 three, 214 » - ones 3: Iﬁ_“.r‘h d ':
LIt may be mentioned that there wus lijtle
‘or no practical tepching at this tiine.) Snch
results appeared to justiiy the conclusion
that these 17 students were not enpable of
Hfollowing the course, and that their con-
tinuance of 1t involved waste of their
(time and of Stale money, and & simpler
‘course in the same subject was provided
for them. _
—oneessions Granted.—

Although for the reason jost stated the
full’ request of the studenis could not be
zranted, the circumstances of the case were
carefully considered, and various conces-

sions were made, In the first place, the
three departmental examinations were, in
secordunce with the wishes of the students,
postponed  until  after the  vacation.
Secondly, in order that the students might
have fully two hours" respite lLefore the
commencement of the examinations, per-
mission was grinted them to  Jeave the
‘schools at which they were teaching half
‘an hour before the usual time. In addition:
Jfour fraining college lectures were ean-
ycelled, and 1n other ways, work was re<

Err;:tn:.:ed for the convenience of‘the stu-
ents,

—Question of University Degrees.—

2. The chief cause of dizaffection among
the students secms to be that they are noy
permitted to devote the whole of thenr
time to studies leading to a University des
arec. A sentence contained in a para-
graph which appeared in' ¥he Rezister on
May 17, under the heading of “University
I'raining College,” mway bo taken as a state
ment of their position—"It is pointed out
that the new departure is unfair to  the
sfudents, the majority of whom entered
the Uuiversity on the understanding tha
they would be enabled (o devote practi-
cilly their whole - time. to University
studies.” Neither in the agreement, signed
hy students upon entering the University
| Lraiming College, nor in tﬁe regulations, 1s
there anything to justify such a claim, The
first clause of the agreement stutes—"That

the Minister agrees with  the student
[and  the . guarantor- to’ admit the
student” :

intol” the " University ',I;rﬂinin%
College, and if, after probation, it shal
r2bpear to the Minister that the student ig
worthy of further trainng, to um\'lﬂl!‘ free
instruction for the tern of two yedrs:” antd
regulation 237 states—=""During the ‘ﬂtl{!nd-
anee at the college students wall be instrue-
ted in the methods of teaching such su

jecls as are comprised in the course of in-

struction for pupils.  They will-tallow r;licn _

branches of study a ay be presernibed.
It is true that in the 'i'm.-,it students hava
been permitted to devote practically® the
whole time to University studies, uml_ the
aresult has bheen Very l]ﬂﬂtiﬁfﬂﬂlﬂ!‘}f m a
great munber of cases.  Such an arranges
ment was not contemplated swhen the Lrain:
ing College scheme was inpugurated, 1o
the original plan. formulated in 1000, 1€
wis intended to make provision for msteucs
tion in those special sobjects which are
imcluded in the syvllabus, of every moderi
teachers’ training college as well as for prac-
tical teaching under adequate, atd capable
supervision. [Unfortunately for the student£
themselves and for the State, it has no

been possible to put the full scheme inta
u{_wmtiun until tlniu vear.  Lhe' method.
L]

of the pust has heen Eﬂ-.‘l'lmlslﬁ] gl&ft-‘:ﬂﬂ"-'l:i.
in that it has involved loss of etficiency ait

waste of State money.  Ahe de #th}f'l?f
Hully recognises the great value ol .L*ﬂll'tl'r‘
1ty studies, particuluriy for those tuﬂulEtl'ﬂ
who will be engaged in the high _ﬂ‘-'hﬂ.ﬂi
when their training college course s coni
pleted,  Proof of this is found in the taet
that provision has been made fop afiording
to specinlly able students, who nave gves
evidence of their skill as teachers, lhi’.jl:f ol
portunity to pursue their studies ab Lho
CUiniversity for a third year. At the same |
Lime the department. sces no !“‘?t.‘. ﬂ_tl_tturl i
for the assumption that a full ti-‘mtimm
course is necessary or desirable 0 BASEC
whose teaching davs will be spent m‘m:i 55 A
very voung children or for those WhOSE
":f:lhllf-'a e not ufj-u_nut!Em;ﬁJ;ii
order  to  enable them Jjto BV S8
it,  The course follawed in ~'-hhﬁ_..-!54!-"
vitneed countries is to insist ‘on STAURBR S8
essentials, -
l‘?‘ﬁrjnﬂﬂx




