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1 and 1 -"““ Ll the
_.,,_.:__«,.__3 ~’f‘*‘~- th f" eaclier, so ‘thﬂ.t be miy
e thorougl equlnped and fully effec-
tivd Tor a task which cannot be tested
Jn haminnﬂnna or measured 1 stn-
tisvics. His calling is both a profession.
and @ vocation, It demands learniug
and skitl qumﬁwﬁm It also :-ni'lﬂ.
for ‘disinterestedness, for in the lower.
grades, which are often the most hard-
worked, it is isolated and underpaid,
and rarely juastly  appreciated. Yot

1

more than statesmen, and probably not |

less than churches, the teachers am
.’ﬁuﬂdﬂs of the State, coducing the
pimer, shaping the ideals, and temper-
ing the character of the coming eitl-
zens, I imnortality  of intfluence is
troasure which thief cannot steal or
Fﬁiﬂm corrupt, then the worthy (nstruc-
tors of youth. in spite of their pment

drawbacks, are much to be envied.
- Among the educational events of the
year has heen the Empire Conference,
whose delegates  included the South
Australion, and Victorian Directors of
Publie Instruction. Although they
went to learn, it appears that they re-
maiued 1o teach the Empire experts
valuable lessons coneerning the ¢o-ordi-
nation of practieal and scientitie train-
ing and higher edneation in the Com-
monvweith. In this State much still
1emnains to be done under this head.
One democratic movement is in the
direction of erecting a free ladder from
the Kindergarten to the university. but
before the communication can be fully
established it will be necessary to re-|
view the ideals and methods of Austra-
Man universities. TUpon this subject
Professor Jordan has recently shed
valuable licht by deseribing the ser-
vice rendered in the United States by
a typical mniversity. In a general way
its function represenis an extension of
the new education as  the phrase is
understood relatively to our State
schools, The methods seem to be ad-
mirably adapted 1o realize the prin-
ciples 1hat Enowledge should end in
action, and that thr_- Kind of knowledge
best suited to an ind:ﬁdunl is that
which conduces to ]'l{:l"-ﬂll‘ll effective-
ness. The American nniversity exists
to develop the talent of the community
—Iits best asset—which Is  distributed
among all classes, and particularly the
ruril. Its teaching is strictly educa-
tional and practical. Examinations and
scholarships are abolished, and young
men are trained to begin life in over-
alls and let promoticn attend on merit.
No preference is shown for literary or
scientific courses; each student follows
his bent, and finds culture in thorough- |
ness. ‘The atmosphere of the univer-
m -supplics tone, and association with
professors  and fellow-students with
varied experiences and aims furnishes|
brosd visions. In contrust to the iﬂeall
of ervdition in the German university,
.a:nd that of culture in the old English
__ of learning, the American insti-
flon, while uniting scholarship and
% Ju mmnrk&hiﬂ for & practical
" eminently - needed umder Austra-
n those derived from
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students fﬁl:' !}Jlﬂm’ education; but, if
the Adelalde University is to be mﬂﬂn
as practical and useful as its Amerl-
muﬁ@ﬂ&mnorary several reforms will
pa necessary. Examinations which en-
mzm cramming, .whether conductedd
by inspectors or university examiners,
are anti-educationad, demoralizing, un-
necessary, and opposed to the idedl of
personal effectiveness,  Unfortunately,
.t 1s difficult to dislodge them, Al-
though in State schools examinations
have heen muceh modified, the improve-
ment seems to be more nominal thian
real. The gslow growth of the reform
implics, in a s=ense, a reflection upon
the averuge teacher; but the average
here is affected greatly by the status
of a large number of provisioval iu-
structors. These back-block ploncers
doeserve the gratitude and sympathy of
ihe public: for they are far removed
frcm educational influences, amd until
lately have been qnite neglecied. It
i doubtinl whether the new univer-
city-trained teacher will be the equal
of the old-time practical instraector, for
the academiecal course is mnot yet
capable of ensuring professional ellec-
tiveness, The chief weakness of our
State  edueatiopad  system,  faken
broadly, is that—while there is a paid
director of the elementary branch, who |
v expected to keep abreast of  the
times, originate reforms, and maintain
a stalf charged with enthusiasm—the |
higher branches are allowed to r1r11‘t,!
go far as any preventive measures :u'i::-f
concerned, into the care of amatenr
irresponsibility, with, as one resull, the
risk of neglect to co-ordinate the whele
of the activities in a scheme alike com-
prehensive, economical, and ethicient !
- While tkis condition continues, tha
dream ol a democratic ladder reaching
frem the kindercarten to the univer-
iﬂit}' will remain a dreamm, There is no
justification whatever for broadening
the avenues to bigher education unless
that higher education is also expamnded
to embrace the infinite variety of indi-
vidual tastes and capacities, and fo
<ofer a fair prospect -of. recovering-tho.

nndonbted talent of tlm'rmnmnnitr for

the sole purpose of expressing it in

practical power applied to national de-
j velopment.,
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THE UNIVERSITY OF ADELAIDE.
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A meeting of thé councll was held on June
93, There were présent = the ("h.mi:ﬂlnr the
Vico-Cheooellor, Hon.  G. Brookman, Professors
Stirling, 1 and Mitchell, Rev, Dr. Jefferis
Mz, Chapple, 5 T, Sml.tl'l. AMr, Isbister, Mr.
Murray, Rev. H. ‘Girdlestane, and Professor Ennis
The ub;nrr commi tioe dw the attenbon of the
council to the urgent need for forther accom:
y roodation., The question was considered, and |
referredd to the flegance comunittee for carulﬂf-m
tion and report. The attention of the council
was also called to the necessity of providine
further aceommodation for the studenls in con-

uctice of the present rooms occupled by them |
b:}nz needed for teching purgm This quﬁ
ton was also deferred for lurt
and detailed reporl.  Mise E. Bl.ll:iﬂt'j". Mu.ﬁ.
Bac., presented a wlunhle collection  af
books to the University library.' The counell |
direeted that thelr thanks be conveyved to Miss |

Bundey for her gift. Prolessor Peterson, of thal
Unlversity of Melbournd, and Prolissor m’l}

were  appointed mmlnm of  exercises mhl.r

tred o th Mus, Bac, degree.  Om the rocom-
mi-ndnﬂnﬂt: n Ethu budxd nt examiners llr. Hnn:-ld
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