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Departmer 1t for the year 1
svhale o depressing document, ft,1s full
l ot interest to the public, and the appen-

fance (37,549), and the pupils presented

{ anfavourably with those for 1901:—
| Number of schools, 700; teachers, 1,331;

I tendance, 43.789: total cost to State,

| markable that a rapid increase in the

{ have been attended by this falling off
_' in the number of children at the public

lother boys and girls going regularly to

| Training  College, 2/8};
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| aix supplied by the Director (Mr. Alfred
is particularly auggentivei
It is disquieting to ob-

an apparent decline of apprecin-

I.

_!15 -. ?qlnahle.

%A: of the public school system, when

special efforts are being organized to in-
mna its efficiency and popularity. The
Wﬂmmmt‘ﬂ totl expenditure on
m’imnry education during the youar was
«pnpm-edentedlr large—£167,426, about
1 £11,000 more than was spent in 1909.
E:I:ﬂ'lﬂﬂlfﬁ of 20 “high =schools,” 713
HEpﬂ.rat& teaching  establishments
wem maintained and 1429 teach-
lers were ecmployed, and these
|fizures  also  were unparalleled,
fYet the number of chlldren uoder in-
| struction (52,29), the average attend-

i‘nr examination (38,927 were fewer by
| several handreds than in the preceﬂlng
year, and the statisties compare yery

ehilddren instrueted, 63.183: average at-

£149,795. Epidemics reduced the at-
tendances last yvear. but they do not ex-
plain the decreases:on the rolls. Tt is re-

totnl population of the State should

| schools. Are the many thousands of
denominational or private schools and
recelying a profitable education? The
Superintendent of School Vislitors (Mr.
Curtis) says that a “considerable leak-
age” exists; and if .returns, uniform

| Mr. Willlams recognises the paramount
1mpnrl::|nce of having in the mnehlnn-qa
women of the;
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m -"‘r s but it would be un:artun:io
it the ‘lnﬂuame of the teachers and the |
quality of their labours were injuri-
ously affected by any extraneons canse.

..a'u"_r * ITOIL

profession men and
highest fnental and moral ealibre. He
' forcefully observes:—*The desglre to i1t
our children to higher planes of thoughi

i 11“'."1 ﬂ. AN df*ﬁﬂ.'

“and action can only bé reallzed hy as-
' moeciating them during thelr school life |

with highly eapable men and women, |

' Yeachers imbued with a strong sense of ,

dnty and devotion to thelr votation.”’ |

There is need for attracting more nf

I_H‘L'tl:h. people to the State-service; hut

pecuniary considerations alone will nat,
produce the result desired. No one I8

truly competent to mould aright the |
- plastic mind of a child unless he loves |

the work, and has in a very real sense
konsecrated his energies unscliishly 1o
its performance,

The ideas which have fertilized in

the Director's mind will necessarlly be

'discussed when the Bducation Bill is

15 |
desirable that intelligent publie interest |
proof |

before Parvliament. Meansvhile, it

shall be aroused in them, and

afforded of the Government's

with those furnished by the public
schools, were ohtaimed from all other
| schiools, ‘the source of that leakage
would most likely be found. The State
shouldl by every reasonable means er-
Hﬁm that all children capable of doing
g0 shall at least attain to the com-
p!ﬂsﬂn standard setf in its own primary
schools., In view of the increasing de-
mands on the taxpayers, the present
position of uncertainty on this subject
{s altogether nnitisfactory.

The expenditure for each child in
average attendance during the year ad-
vanced to £4 9/1. The details are:—
-'Manﬂgement and inspection, G6/64;
. teachers' sal-
£3 18/3%; cost
clause,

|aries and sehool sundries,
{of applying the compulsory
1103d.; retiring allowances, Sd.  The
mﬂunt gpent on  bulldings is not
reckoned, except by way of rent. A
Hbera'l policy is pursued by Parliament
d uunpurtm by the people. Additions

» granted 1o the teachers' salaries
' 'the extent of £15,000, and much
3 ~'u= and expense are willingly in-
pred in providing sccommodation for
shlldl'ﬂn of settlers in newly opened
Gauernus provision Is now made
!nrshlpn and bursaries. “High
s are in operation in the chief
% of population, and an elaborate

1 agricultural education and
§ awaiting Parliamentary ap-
> m u&agunn. But, In spite of

. be ““? nery In use, there is
J T Abia i sty
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| Ing power ¥ jative !“":; ity working.

‘hr imparting secondary, tech-|

materialize its schemes. New educea-
tional entérprises pught not to he
undertaken as meére experiments,
failure in one direction might seriously

weaken public confidence in  the
ciapacity of the department, and thus
lead to its temporary undoing.  The
State must miuke manifest the. facts

‘that its educational system stands un-
'rivalled, or that it is at least thoroughly
Itll‘ﬁtfﬂlL and that the public

ability to|

A

cannot |
inffunl to treat it with indiTerénce or !

1in & niggardly spirit, At the same time,

yonservative ideas and methods are
preferable ta chimerical adventmres.

incommensurate results. Some sections
of Australians, who in every other re-
| speet. are  capital patriotic
wonld not be sorry If disaster befel the
national educational system. They
should be confronted with the practical
proofs—afforded by increasing attend-
‘ances at the schools, and publie cager-
ness for South Augtralia to come Into
line with other advanced connptries rela-
tively to secondary uand higher educa-
tion—that the svstem commands the.
fullest confidence, and is accomplishing
its beneficent objects. The Director's
references to healthful: surroundings,
medieal Inspection, and physieal train-
ing will be generally endorsed. Every
one must desire that children shall
have a fair chance of developing a
good phytique and sound bodily argans, |
and the school and its playground 'I:r'mr:.*ir
be exceedingly helpful to them in this
respect.  The supreme aim of school
teaching, however, is to develop and
enrich .the chilkl-mind. As Mr. Wil-
llams remarks, we live In a time of |
rapidly ehanging conditions; and eduea-
tional methods and ideals can never re- |
main permanently fixed, but must be
adjosted to) the changes which haye
been, and are atill being, effected by the
rast-extending range of human know-
ledge. This Is why the school and its
curricula and teaching staff will alwi™

und  attention  of

'which would entnil heavy outlay for |

|
l

citizens, |
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[By Agricola.],
Nob. long ﬂnﬂ! a prominent
ﬁdpu}' piid a glowing tnhul‘ﬂ

¢ young mau m-nd D[ South Aug tralia,

“You have b tdum in this
State,’ he said “mn [y of the finest men in|
Auvatralia, but,” 1 paused ‘you nev "i
learnt how to kﬂtp them."” lie wus ﬂﬁ

No wocner doe# s young man give evide
of unusual ability nnd intellectoal -:a el
than he is promptly snapped up um!
the other States,  Only a few days ago
The Register announced. that Mr. :
Jolly, who was connected with the I"nrcl '-'“
Il'u artment, hnd been appainted D -'i"“
‘of Forestry in Quecnsland. Now it has bes
mnm uccessary Lo chronicle the retignation
of Mr. A, E. V. Richardson, M.A., B.Se,
Assistant Director of Agrniculture, and '}
appomtmént o the post of Agricaltyral
Superintendent and Chief of 1lu Dh'l.iu:h
of "Lj:nq.u]tur-r in-Vieloria,

—A Big Loss— L

Tlere was every promige tlmt Mr. Jolly
would goon have made a consgpicuous nime |
in connection with forestry work.
Richard=on has alreads ur-l'.xti[mhr.'d A splﬂn-
did reputation throlighout tho wheatgrow-
ing areas of the State, and' his departure’
will mean n big loss to the farming comma-
nity. 8Since he beeame associnted with the
Agnmr]l.urfll Department aboul three years
ngo Mr., Richardson 'has devoted himeelf

w*huqn.ah ally to the :Erfnrnnmt of his

viirtous duties, and at AII' fime has displayed
an cagerncds to de all in hig power to jime-
tically agsist the men on the 'laud, “In-
dt ¢d, without in anV degree deiracting from
the merit of the achievements of those
who have worked with him, & may ' be
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MR, RICIHARDSON,
in his academic robes

fairlv =ud that the farmers have. come to
regard him ns a helpiul guide, a wise philo-
sopher, and a true friend. His luad, in-
i and admirable addresses have

“hoen invariably a feature of the agricuk
tural conferences, which le has attended.
and at all nltlmrlmr- the producers have
hailed his appearance on the ptatform wath
unbourded appreciation.  They have found
hiun ever ready to sympathize with themin
their trials und tronbles,  and have accep-
ted his advice in the cordial epirit in which
it has been given. At the dry-farming con-
gress, in- %{E,hutfn in March,” Mr. Richard-
SOm nuturmlh enhanced bis 1eputation by
delivering an address which S, MceColly of
Victoma, said wos the clegrest and best
exposition of dry-farmitg metliods bhe had
heard gince he {eit Amernica.  The compli-

ment. wias heartily applauded, and other|
speakers warmly referred to the excellence
and comprehensiveness of the dissertation.

—Rapid Advancement—

It falls to the lot of few men to mllLE
such rapid and solid advancement as has
distinguished the career of Mr. Richardson,
and fewer still are able to say, as he is,
that every sitep has beon won Jhﬂﬂlutelr
by his own unaided effort. DBlessed wit
a magnificent physique, he has absorbed

r pve
precious minute and hour at s rl‘.
As a scholar he was remarkubly luwﬂﬂ«
He was dux of the Adeluide Aﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂ“m‘
School for four terms and gold medallist;
he sccured a first-class diploma at
worthy Agricultural College, und at the

.

Adelwde University tm:l; d eR ID th
following order:—1907, Bachelor of

1908, Bacholer of bmen (Agnc
Mmter of Arts. He m{n L
Howard Clark Scholarship for En

m?hi n.nd].itnrntum at thu Uniremtr.
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