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A  Straightout Criticism.

e -

A South Australian born and bred, cone
nected with one of the high edumt.iﬂnal!
Instatutaons, who with others strongly re-
sents the method of appointment to seve-
ral immortant positions in the Civil Ser-
vice  recently,. volunteered the following!
statement to_a rvepresentative of The Regis-
ter on Sunday afternoon:—‘“There hava!
been several “appointments made in this
“tate of Jafe years, which  have - given
offence to many South Australians who
would have worthily filled the positions.
Outsiders have -been chosen, sometimes
with  unhappy ‘results, Appointments
1ave been made, and the first notification
has been a Uﬂrﬂg'nl],i]l in the 'daily news-
papers. How much longer are South Aus-:
tralians %ﬂ_ing to ' take their gruel lying
down? \We want* a few more outspoken
men 1n the service like Mr. Jordan, -of
the Iducation Department, but it is not
1 connection with the appomtments in
the  Fducation Department of which I
wish to speak.  Two important appoint-
jments, those of Government Geologist and
| Assistant Government Geologist, are to b
made in a few d:ulys. For the latter posi
| tion several capable South Australians are
offering their services. If one of them is
not chosen it will be a standing disgrace to
the Government in power to-day.
! —The University Consulted.—
A press notice dppeared a fow days ago
Astabing that:the professors of the Adelaide
Jadversity are to be asked to make the
‘oice tor the Mimstrv. Of course Mr,
Howchin, lecturer in geology at the 'Vare
sity, will bave most to say in the matter.
Why have these men been chosen? Why
should the 'Varsity meddle with Governs
ment appomntments? Were they asked to
express an opinion when Professor Lowria
was re-appointed Professor of Agriculture
in South Australia? Did the Minister of
Agriculture consult the "Varsity when Mr.
Batchelor was appointed editor of the Agri-
cultural Journal? Was it cbnsulted when
Mr. Willinms was made Director of Educa-
tion in South Australia? Was Mr. Jordan
appointed at the wish of the 'Varsity?
Will  Professor Lowrie consult with the
Varsity staff when he has to choose the
successor to Mr. Richardson, who will take
charge of Parafield Experimental Station?
The professop knows his business too well
to allow others to meddle in his affairs,
—South Australians Not Applying.—
. I know of several worthy Sonth Austras
lians who absolutely refuse to apply for
eitber the ppsition of Government Geologist
f}f Acting. Government Gealogmst because
ey
Inir

contend they would

treatment, It 1% [reely mooted
that ‘a certain  profesdor was  mow
ing in the direction of having a person ap-
nointed Acting Gavernment Geologist until
the return of Dr. Mawson from Antarctica,
when the doctor would receive the appoint-
ment,  We don't question Dr, Mawson's
qualifications, but T dn say there are men
squally capable in Sonth Anstralia who re-
fused to apply beeause the recommendation
to the position would cpme from the "Var-
gity. The public may ot know that every
apmointment to the geclogical staff at tho
Adelnide "Vareity @pce the death of Pro-
fessor Tate has been given to Sydney "Var-
sity students. I, of ecourse, except Mr.
Howchin, who was appointed lecturer in
geolory  at the insHgation of the Chancel-
lor., The following gentlemen from Sydney
have held appointments as lecturers in
mineralozy #ad pétrology at the "Varsity—
Dr. Woolnongh, Dr. Mawson, Mr. Denson,
and Mr: Mahonev, who ig at nresent locum
ten for Dr.. Mawson.

not et

the work? If‘not, is it not a reflection on
the teaching of geolorr at the Adalaide
'Warsite, Is it trug that the teaching of
geology is more thoroughly done al Sydney
‘than in Adelaide. If so, who is at failt?
It mieht nlso interest the oublic to know
whv Mr. Tlrown somewhat hastily resigned
his position as Glovernment Geologist. Will
the Premicr enlichten ‘us? Ts it mot a
fact that he resenipd a cerfain nnn_nmt;
ment made without his recommendations:
[ could go on enumerating aquite a num-

ber of acts that require ﬂntﬂldﬂi_ﬂﬂ. f
—A Select Committee Asked For—
A1 hope some member of the Legslature

; that a xelect committee be ap-
BM?}L&" E‘iﬁ:ﬁﬁ e the workings of
Mines Department. A ver M £ deal
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o somewhat difficult

Univeraly aut : ke
advise t;E G-nvei;m_nmt.hlﬁicﬁn ' kﬂd'iﬂ

From "Nnt-:. Pt‘l]::lﬁﬁilﬂ";-_-'iﬂ-—:m” re
to the appointment of a Gawrﬁ?ﬂ '

gist the surer has made no mtﬁﬁg of
seckin Brown's advice in the =

tion of his
has for years been®
vigser of the Minis

dence in The
cil and otherwi
tific staff of th
P;:qiﬁd 'ml..lg_ r TI to & certain candidate
r the position. The re ntative of
Ministry in the Leg Pm{'}nunlc? :lfa&:g

m un-

that the T ‘slutgﬁ

he dreasurer was by no means satis-
fied with Dr, Busedow's rnrk a8 'Aniuirnt
Geologist. Whence thg%_ﬁppg inspiration
that is in discordance With previous utter
ances on the same gubject, and that allows
an eagy answer on {he asurer's part to

_ it question? It was onl

fair to Dr. Basedow that the intended snug
should have consisted of o spedific state
ment, and nof o gererality that carries the
foce value of fictitiousness.”
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:c TREASURER in reply to Mr. Rysn,
aid o bored 1o b< i & position to pat
‘' fthe recommendatidng for the appointmens

of a Government Geologist and an Asgis
mntL Geologist before Cabinet on Monday
next. T !
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THE GOVERSMENT QEOLOGIST,

From W. Wastell: =The Ministry, in |
connection with the apptimtmnent of the
new Government Geoluewist und his assis-
tant, have informed the public that the
University has bean asked Yo select the
men;: but why, we are not told. As a
eitizen of Adclaide, who has frequently
come into contact with the Civil “Service
and its methods, T ask why Mr. Vaughin
has resorted to this roundaboul miethod of
nrocedure? - Would he have done =o if the
University Geologist had becn supported
| by Dr. Basedow in s hypothetical 1-.]3'-'1“]
'views? If it,wes mecessary, why did he |
' not. refer the 'matter to u.lt:L {;'ln'::.{:lialg.*] unl-
binsed  authority, such as Ausiraia s lewd
it ::1-:.1}11[::111:: reolgzist  (Mr. Gibb Mait-
land}? M. Maitland would not have liesi-
tated long in deciding who, in fairness to
the State and Australia, was the man.
On othor occasions the Ministries have
‘yiever hesitated to ask the advice of 3'._&[!'.'.
. Gill, 1.8.0. (Under 7Treasurer). Thig
honoured, level-headed, and L‘L‘{uuimmdri!
sivil servant: has beén. their right hand |
for many: vears, and his on more than
one occasion helped them out of “a diffi- |
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calty. Why was he nobt coneidted €iis
'time? How iz it, teo, that Mr. _H_.\\l. Ll
RBrown has fo submit to the University

amthorities selécting his successor for him ¥
He should liave insisted on his dues, and
these could notMiave been  refused him |
by the Minister “go ]r.m[i as he is H.I“i
Government Geologist, . But has nat Mr.
Brown, too, already,in n létter wiyth has |
hecome public property, sslected /his suc- |
cessor? A few weeks ago I happened to
Fﬁﬂ through the Government oflices, and

or curiosity’s sake %&E{l one of the de-|
; W the |

for the pesition of Government |
The weply @mven to me was '
imistor would do as is |

partmental  heunds would svlect

r;uu;ida}lu
(Geolonst.
that IE'{} doubt the M

usually done-=that is, ‘refer ta m board,

‘which would include the Government Geo- |

Mr. Brown). ns ope, and no douht |
D ' { Mines), Mr. |

logist
H:r, T. Duffield (Sceretary o
T, Gill (Under Treasurer), ands Mr. Sholl
(Under éecrftnl‘}"}‘ I left the ollices quite

gatisfied.
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a ‘whole community, of which :ninﬁ'il. nly

one tongue.'”’
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Why were tho . JE)
men brought over from Bydnpy? Were -P% . Wno&\/
there none in Adelaide who conld have dona =
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‘ GOVERNMENT GEOLOGIST,

questioned on . Wednesday concerning
tppointment of @ suceéssbr to the ﬂﬁrﬁlﬁl
. ment Geologist” (Alr. H. Y. L. Brown),
il leave the at the:

 kent month. Mr. Va
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This sudden, unjust, and, un-|

L

The Treasurer (Hon. C, Vaughan) E,
he
who

eend of the pre-
| applications had been sent to ﬁi tll'ljnt_'thu
| OB, - wen) & Univer-
|sity suthoritien for consideration ‘and a T
had been re-
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NEW GOVERNMENT GBEOLOGIST.

The Treasurer (Hon. C. Vaughan) re-
marked on Tuesday morning that tae appli-
cations received for the position of Govern-!
ment Geologist would be submitted to the|
 University horities for advice. Tt was .
‘hoped that a decision would be reacHed |

' early next week. “There 18 a lee‘:ldld 1'}.5.
of applicants from most Pf the States,
commuented the Treasurer, “and some of the

alified men in Aupstralin are among
Eﬁtﬂ?u When the new officer is selected
we hope to have a proper geolomical sur-|
vey of Sonth Australia made. eological
| parties will be equipned for that purpose
on the same lines as is done in Vietoria.
We are now gathering marbles and other
ornamental stones from all parts of the)
State with a view of having a collection.

THE GOVERNMENT GEOLOGIST.

From “Diogenes' :—""The public are much
interested in the appointaments to be made
this week. Perhbaps recent criticisms in the
pres« may cause the Government to be
spocially careful in the fipal selection, It
will be a lasting discredit to our State, and
a injustice F{] South Australian
trai ists, 1 ;are 1 over.
trained fmc-msw 1 : ey @ Iumr 5, II:E!
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