generation
‘been the growth of the U’mvermty

of Australia and New Zealand, mmmg
which instructive articles appear in the
latest issucs to hand of the *‘EKmpire Ke-
view” and “United Pmpire,” the organ
of the Royal Colonial Institute. Naturally,
M new countries where practical rather
than academic tendencies are predominant,

the early history of university -.lcwlop—
ment bas been in all the States ono of
struggle, and in some it was years before
the Government could be induesd to lend
much help.  The oldest university is, of
course, that of Sydoey, The Act for its
incorporation was passed in 1850, but tha
hm.ldmg was glill only partally com- |
pleted in 1857, when lectures were first: de- |
hvered. As Mr. Gordon Inglis, who
writes on the Commonwealth universities,

pomts out, “an smonal endowment nf
£5,000 dud nok pernnt of any lavish  eox- |
penditure,” but if the piopeer professors
were {ew they were fit, for they included
gnch cminent aunthorities in their own

spheres as Dr. Woolley (classics), Mr. AL
B, Pell, senior v ec  of his year
(mathematics), Dr. John Smith (chemis-

try and phy=ics), and last, but not lenst,

Dr. Chades Budhum, who suceseded  to
the chairof dassics when Dr. Woolley
was drowied in the wreek of the London.

Well was it for New Somth Wales and

3 ! |_ ; . -. : s ..!:L_:I
| tht-tmiphmo!'n mdercult.m and is

has who know al] about some scientific process

for Anstwalia that they had such men to
m their r.dmi:mn:‘l I:MIE-H in

f
uu'-;- set Ev tl:c semior university haes Eﬁen

copied and eonsistentlv maintained by
its analogues in other States,

When the university of Western 'Ans-
tralin comes mto existence under the Act
already possed by the Legislature, there
will be no State without its own centre
'of learning. Tt is not a little curious and

sigmificant that while the carlier univer-

gities took their mames from the capital
city where they were xitunated, the Jass
three, those of Tasmama, Queensland,
and Western Australin have a wader de-
signation, their names being taken from

the States thenselves.  These are
or will be identified by their
fitle with he entire commit-

nity whose interests they serve, and whose
social life theyperceptibly influence. Ono

and all they take m a great
depree  the oolor of their |sur-
roundings. Like the dyer's hand they
are subdoed  more or lesy Lo

what they work in, catering for:-local neces-
gities, and preserving, as ‘.‘Jr Imglis main-
tains, an “even mean” between  utili-
tarianisix and general colture. | In one or
two cases they have boldly taken as their

model the Universities of Manchester, Bir- in

mingham, Sheflield, Bristol, &e., where pro-
ficiency m the oractical arts of life is the
chief goal aimed af. Western Australia
has for the present solved the much-vexed

not content to sond out men and women

without giving them a larger and mﬂm
genecrous ymagination.

And in the field of wtilitarinnism thmi
are obvious limils to what miy be accom-
plished by the best of universities.  Al-

though in New Zoaland diplomas are
granted in jourpalism, one may doubt

whether it is possible'to do very much in
educating stadents for this profession. As
stated by James Payn, the novelist, one
qualification’ for a successful journalist is a
“superficial omnigcience,” and that is pre-

¢igely the point to which « ordinary
education is  tending without any
reference  to  journalism, A ummrmt*_r

may carry this education further than is
done by the orndinary, schobls, but 1t wall
not do more than stare the memory with |
multitudinous facts casily accessible to |
those who have at their commmand a fair |
reference library. The truth is that the |
iterary faculty is somcthing that may be
trained. hut canuot he manofactured, and
the proper training ground for ]m:rmﬂmrn,
s not a Umversaty, but ].ﬂtlm"l.hl-"":n itself,
‘There iz mothing more certain than that
there 18 a literary faculty, not necessarily
or generally § high faculty, bot one with-
out which Kterary production is impossible.
How many men are there in medicime, at
the bur, in commerce, in private life, men
of the highest intellect and the widest ac-
quircmcmls, who have every quahification
tlmt 3 “general education” ean afford, yet
ci:mld not, at an hour or two's poface, pro-
‘duce  a - readable column on a
given.  topic? A Umversity  cam
o more endow a student with the faculty
of wnting = ]P.mimg article tbam It can
instroet him in the art of compasing a
sonnet, or of moving an audience to laugh-
tar or tears. Tt can provide the specialised
training naeded for a good L many
profeesions, but there are careers wiere
suceess depends not g0 much on the memor-
| ising of facts as on. some inherent, capacity
which only mecds exercise for its due de-
velopment..  On the other band, no mind
ever existed which would not be broad-
ened by the dissiplimre which Universty
training at its best 15 calcalated to conder. i
Ii is a traiming for the whale of life—for
the emotions as well as the intellect. For
Tnost men the practical side of existence
measured by their anticipations s o failure.
Apainst  the tedium vite, which is the
malaise of the age, and against wiich mere

PECUTMATY, ECCESS is no prescrvative, such

'a training is 3 prophylactic.  \e hﬂfd .
a saferuard against the vulgarity which is
enslaving: vs all, and, it may be added,
arainst that atrophy of the msthetic facnl-
ties which caused Herbert Spencer to nod
sheer boredom over a volnme of Homer

‘prohlem of the proper place of the classics |

In" a university traiming by leaving them
lott of the first quoartet of subjects for

and history, mathematics and ph}'mm
chemiztry, and enginecering and mining.
This does not mean that classics will not
D taught, but only that the teaching will
e done by lecturers. Mr. Inglis plainly

which professors will be appointed, and
giving the preference to modern literature

Professor David’s view that care is
Mded lest the universities ghould suffer
h prestige through the “older courses” |
g shut out of sight, and through the in- |
hhnm wecoming  “glorified  technical
L thools,” Adter all, a university is a place
'~.. dere  the development of the mind |
.*,;.1- ‘hmrdtd as an end as well as a
(i ﬁ'ho teaching of the utilitarian arts
ROR ‘ought not to be neglected, and
“Hzﬁh‘ it i a reproach to the older uni-
‘nf.-...." of the United Kingdom that Lord

| ‘Li:u, one of thn most famous classi-

nf.hh mhftinhu old
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