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AUSTRALIA'S DUTY IN THE |
PACIFIC. |

W i .

\ nmietting arranged by the Socla) Servies
Department of the Methodlst Conference,
was held In the Adélaide Town Hall on
Monday to disciss the League of Nations,
The presidont of the conference (Rev, W,
T. shapley) occinpled the chair, and tpere
was 4 Jarze pttendance.  The procecdings |
were oponed with prayer by the Rev. V. .
J. Mortimer. The Chairman sxid diplo- |
macy had fadled (o bring together the
mntlons of the earth after the war. thl.’!}'
the spirit of tove and unity could buing
that peace on earth for which they prayed, |
{ Applausc. )

The \Rev. Dr. Bickerstoih referred tog
P thé inexorable nocessity of securing ior
the Ideal of the League of Nations the |
whole-hearted support of all people of ali
parts of the Bmpire; and beyond it. It
was a matter of great pleasure to him
4 a clergyman of the Church of fneland
to atand side by eide swith the President
of the Methodist Tonference on such &
question.  (Applause.) It gave a Hitie
picture of thelr wnity. He was profoundly
convineed that out of all theip ditheulties
at least one henefit was that when they
could get together at one time ov 4afn-
other, veople were deeply improsed. It
was theip dutv ag Chrstian men and
women not only to enthuse the church to
whicli they belonged, but to zet © con-
{ederation U)o ihi._-; pﬂi.ﬂt_ At o=, 50
that throughout the whole Conunonwealth
there should come a great united voicg of j
apneal tosjoin in. ths '-‘l-"Jl"_:- (Appause.] |
T H—Dgarminy Naylor spolw oY
the Work Whien austeang oo to do as| |
a mandatory, © He thowzit the nn‘il:mr:rr
man in the street tn Aunstrulia concelved
the laague of Nations ng o sort of mystic
round  table of Jmpeccabde  Rbzhis
Geneva, 12,000 mileg or_so away. Thatcl
was aomistaken idea. The League was a |}
matter of clpse concern to the :‘h}l-:!rﬂ.hﬂ
poopie. . When in “Jaunaary, 19245, lhr‘*
Learue began to function, Australin took \
ou licy shoulders a great and hne responsi-
bilitv. Papua, Which wak the absouio
osseamon of Australin, was larger  than
lf.a::l,n_n*i:l. German New Gumnep was .arged
than Papua, and in addition there was the
Bisnarck Archipelago. ~Australia © took!
hose places over pruullm.‘.lr 08 PeS=c=210ns,
but mist report annual'y to the League
of. Nations at Geneva upon the adminis.
tration of the  territorics, Last year
thitigs were nol ¢ very satisfactory,
Land | there scomed  littie doabt ‘:L'imt ol
Josepl: Cook and Mr, Justico Rich wvre
not .suyplied with the necessary iniorma-
tion. as they should have hecn, by muil
Howvever, when the explanations svere
siven, the nations expressed their conh-
denea’in the “way Austraia wns dischurging
its trust.  Ju was the  business ol lhtlr.
people tn keep the poaticians and any
statesnien ‘they had—({langhter)—un to the
mark.  He was thankful to realise that
the new Prime Minister intended to gee
tlint Australia’s duty to the mandated ter-
pitories was - periormed properly.  (Ap
plause.) The whele 1den o tho qmnuinms
was that ther should thrst consider Eh_n"
cood of the natives, aud sccondly, expioit
the Tesources, That was the new lm-
perinlism, (Apninuse.) he old order
was to exploit firat nod do whut von liked
[or the natives, One result of the Leazue
lof Nntions wis Lthat all the lmll‘ﬁ'nﬂ-'i Olee
L owned by Germany had been demilitarised.,
(Applauze.) Austialian had mude @
very satistactory arraugement in regard
to  Nuuwrn  phosphates, aund, having
gained much, It was Australia’s duty to| |
Day  something baok.  (Applanse,) Itl -
woukl be not too much to ask Autralians
to pay a little more than cost price lor
phmmlimu and spend the proht In [li?lu;.t
more’ m goveriing the mandated territo-
rice. (Applause.)  Everv year the Fede-
ro. Parlinment should set aside a aay or| |
two for the discussion of the administra- | |
tion of these territories. These mattora | |
should not be ket for thie secret conclaves! |
of 4 fow intereated persons. He soegested |
that the people shouid force the Federal
Government (o have the matter of the
mandated territorles reviewed on the floor
of the House cach year. It was ridi
cilous. that it shopld hare taken him
thice-quarters  of an hour to asccrtain
where iz Melbonrne ilm could find the re:
brt of a man of Such distinttion zs Mr
311Hﬂf.'l: Rich, The true greatness of all
Innﬁnn;wm measnned by the stapdard of
aililcg which maintained in time of b
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N tho natives, and secondly, explol

with interest. The President of the Ce
terence (Rev, W. T, Shapley) n-l:cu':ﬁd

chair. In introducing Professor Naylor ¢
Chairman said they were convinced
only the spirit of love and unity could
bring that peace on earth, for which they -
prayed and devoutly laboured. & |

warmly received, said he was not there to
talk of the machinerr of the League of!
Nations, but *. concentrate on the work '
they had to do as a mandatory. The ordi-
nary man i the steeet conceived the
Leagu to be a sort of mystic round {able
if 1mpeccable knights dwelling at Geneva,

10,000 or 11,000 miles away. They must |
not take that —iew for one moment. It
was a close concern of the Australian
people.  When Australia took over the |
islands it was as annexations, but they
‘had to report annually to Geneva on the |
way in which they were administering

these lands, Things had not been quite |
satisfactory. so far, but there was an ex-
cuse for work done in such a shor) period '
after the war. Their tusiness was to keep
their politicians and any statesmen they |
lrml—{uﬂghlﬂt‘}'—ll]r 10 the mark, I|
He was pleased that in " ‘the |
Erime Minister they hac a man who in-.
tended (o see that the duties devolving |
‘| upon them were properly carried out. The |
whole idea of manduted territory was
firstly to consider the welfare '
natives, and sccondly to exploit the re- l

sources of the lands. That was the new |
imperialistic order, - The old order was
“exploit first, and then do what you like l-'.r
or can with the natives.” '

All the islands in the Pacific that were
onee owned by Germany were now com- |
pletely  demilitarized,  continued the
speaker. He referved to the deposits of ©
phosphate at Nauru, and said the article
could be purchased in Australia at cost |
price, whereas elsewhere people had to pay &
the ordinary market price.  As n piece of /5
' business that was good. He thought it |
would not hurt them. however, to B[ pd
little more for their phos imteﬂ. and
govern New Guinea better. T[: i
were a sacred trust to civilization,.  The @
speaker pleaded that the 1°.leral Govern-
ment should every year set aside at ] '
or day or two to discuss the question of |
the territories, It was not vight that the
matter should be left to the consi 101
f a few persons, Y -

i

When the reports were brought back
[rom Geneva they ahould not be hidden 4
away in the archives of some musty office !
m Melbourne, but considered and recoms B0
sidered on the floor of the Federal Parliss B
mrent, added the professor. It was ridiei=
lons that men like Mr. Justice Rich, after o
having been at Geneva, should hand in & ¢
report, the: preparation of which had ins
volved much work, only to see that it was &
put aside. The speaker said that when

‘one wanted to procure a copy of such ,;};
report it was a difficult matter to Kuow.
where they were to be found. Thlgﬂ_ 14
right to know what the men had doness

and what action the Federal Governments

took, Australia had a great duty Lo pes
form. The true methods of a Governm
were measured by the nature of its
i times of peace.  Australia wasa na
and deserved to he nnmed as saehs
they carried out the duty to which 2
referred, they would have acted m
at was worthy of stheir position’
British Empire. (Applanse)) =
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“The wholo idea of mandated fe
tory is firstly. to consider the welfa

the resources of the land.” That was
tho new Imperialistic order, declaret
Professor Darnley Naylor a* a meetint

(arranged by the social serviee & #1,_‘

ment of the Methodist Conference) at
tho Town Hall on ‘Monday. The old
order was “exploit first, and then do
what you like or can with the nath i:
The speaker appealed for the Federal
Government to glve closer considera-
tion to the question of the [N
territories. i &
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I'he speaker's remarks were listened ta
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The Rev., Dr. Bickersteth maid ﬂ!ﬂ

‘League | of ~ Nations s«hould lave
the whole-hearted support o” people in all
parts of the Empire and beyond it. It
was their  duty as Christian  men and

women, not only to .nfuse the church to
which they belor d, but to get a com=
federation on this point, so that i
laide, South Australia, and the
Commonwealth there would come
united voice of appeal to join in the
of the Leagve,

“Concentrate on the ‘ork.” .
Professor Darnley Naylor, who was |

1

of the

‘Sacred Trust to Civilization.
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Reports Obtained with Difficulty.
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