,- b ~..~ ;img ﬂd"ﬁ {m- dehght for m'nu.-

_'.. nt, and for ability.”  Bacon's phrase

) .iﬂ reealled at this time of the VOAr,
h&n school tests and reports, and the
mwmty public examinations, form the'
ﬂing topic among a large body nl'
. youthiul students, and their.
'ﬁﬂnchnrs. It 1s the earthly duy of
Judgment for many voung folk. Con-
%anmntmus and uambitious students who
hme bc('n pahnntbr mastering  text
boohs, “scorning  delights  to
hnburmus days," and others, who, with:
ft_hu mﬂuucmnm uf :.uuLh have studied

| _past. year's work., Ft:-r
“the older Mhﬂm the examination.
_ season means the recapturing  of the

‘pust and its happy schooldays, when life |
" was a high, glad adventure, with nothing
| ‘except passing anxiety cﬁncpminq the
Ii examination results to throw a shadow

over the pleasant, swiftly-passing days.
One refiection which is suggested at the
closing of the educational year is, How
|is the young Australian of the present
‘|day being educated in that most im-
portant of subjects, literature, upon the

valug of which all educationists are
“|agreed? At the Adelaide University it has
{been long compulsory, and of such mo-
pent 1s it deemed elsewhere that recently |

{in" England a departmental committee
was appointed by the President of the
- {Board of Education to enquire into the
{|position of English in the educational
system.  As o result of that investiga-
{tion, a most mformative and interesting
report, embodied in book form, has been
published in London. The inter-
jesting finding—a reversion of the old
theory that the three R’s were sufficient
|for education—is made that “English
language and Iliterature now nark
" |the starting point from which education
ﬁ?ﬂﬁewed as a umversal, reasonable, and
I'beml process of development must
ispring”  Further, “that literature must
“Ibe used in the right way—that:is, the
mct:cnl use of literature in education 1s
E to be distinguished from the pedantic
”and a perception of the difference be-

‘l :

I H"'

m 2
: ““hﬂ keenly perceive the great value
I.'lf literature, and the beneficial results
which accrue from its discrimi-
- 'I nating study. It must mot be
" hinferred, however, that
of literature merely ' means
ﬂlperﬁmu.l acquaintance  with the
[T eat masters of the English languag: .
i (& ,E_rut use is utility, and, as an old
fwriter s says, “Care must be had to train
" lf;p !:hlﬂanl so that they may be able
to axprm their minds purely and
readily in our own tongue.” A later
E treatise emphasizes the preference for

the English language over the classics.
"’I lm '.anu, but London better; 1 }
o bu.t England more. 1

‘[‘ : u but T worship the Eng-
ﬁq‘ rlis -=thn necessities of social life
ﬂ"’" of busness alike demand Iumht}'
i i bl.' pure and lucid Eng-

j:-- ail mateml dvan-

i

i
|
't

......

— g

tween nunvem;mn and renht_v must be|

:it.ntam'enta show that the au-

the study|
Ak

| finable mystery of the spirit

live | |

A

0

“Necessity itsclf doth cait for| |

o

|ture js mised, and & nation is ju ged | |
|largely by the power of its intelleet.| |

|sarily be doing & momentous work if

a favounte text book, and essayists also

: rightful study ol hteraru
,individual and national,

“Better,” writes Ruskin, “is a little group
of wise hearts, than o wilderness filled
with fools,”  In the personal aspect,
literary studies can afford one of the \
best and most selfless of pleasures—the

love of literature for itself alone. The
elisive beauty of u phrase, the haunting | |
melody of the wntten word, the inde-
of words,
the long, rolling hexameters—are they
only 80 much cold print, or the symbaols
of all clemental, primitive things—thel
winds, the sun, light, colour, running
waters, flowers, and trees? At the least i
they exemplify the predominance of the
mind of man over the jargon of the
beasts, All educationists must neecés-

they are bringing the mind of the child ||
in touch with the finest issues of life|
through the study of the highest and|
noblest in literature. et

Of course, the voung idea ecan only be |
taught gradually and painstakingly to
love literature; but the reaping is worth

| ral
“wand

the sowing. The university curricus-
lum affords a very catholic acquaintance
with the master minds.  Shakespeare 1s
always o set subject,. and this alone}l |
means a wide scope to the good tedcher, |
for drama, comedy, poetry, characteriza-| ¢

tion are all embodied In the works of
“the myriad-minded man.”  Milton is

)

hold their place. Of late years Sir
Walter Raleigh's valuable little book on
“Stvle,” and Lamborn's estimable “Ru-
diments of Poetry,” have been of great! |
help to the students. The type of ques-
tion, too, 18 not now so much a matter
of guess work, but it strives to induce
the student to reason, to appreciate, and
to eriticise, rather than to memorise
without understanding, = This i8 in itself
a valuable advance. For it is better
for the student to know onec thing well
than half-a-dozen things badly.  And
best of all 1s a thorough knowledge of
the English language—a language more
than ever important in this age when |
the English nation has become so uni-' ‘
versal: important, too, because it 13 an
age of vast declining values, against
which must be used to the full the anti-; |
dote of a good cducation., A little I
learning may be a dangerous thing, but|
a liberal education is truly
tion for life,” and the soundest founda-
tion on which to build good citizenship.
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