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Indlan Council of Agrizultursl Research,
Jﬂmn%ﬁﬂf House, Mansingh Road,
NEW il1, 14 January, 1253.

Dear Ren,

saea I am enclosing a suggested foot note for the
last report of the U,N, Sub-Commission on Statisti-
cal Sampling. The matter has arisen becsuse the
U.K. General Reglstrar's Offlce objected to our
remarks about the use of the sampling numbers 25
and 76 only. Camplon is bringing the matter up
before the Statistical Commlssion.

I will be glad to know of whathar you approve
of the proposed wording, whilech as far as I can sae

maats of the objections of the General Replstrar's
Office,

Yours sincerely,
Jrot

(F. YATES)

Professor Sir Ronald Fisher,
Dopariment of Genetics,
Whittingehame Lodga,
Storey's Way,

Cambridge.



Footnote to paragraph 101 of the Report (EON.3/140) on the Fifth
Session of the Sub-Commission on Statistical
Sempling

Since this Report of the Sub-Oommission was issusd, a full report
on the One Per Cent Sample Tables of the 1951 Census of Great Britain
has been published (Oensus 1551; Great Eritain; One Per Cent Sample
Tables: Her Majesty's Stationery Office, London, 1952). The details
contained in this report were not, of oourse, aveilable to the Sub-
Commission when it met in Caloutta. The Introduwotion to Part T of
the British Report shows that the dangers of the kind mentioned by the
Sub-Commission in paragraph 101 are not likely to have affected the
Eritish sample in any material respect. In other circumstances, however,
appreciable blases might be introcduced by the procedures then followed,
even if (as is essentisl end was in fact the cmame in the British l:::m.lu.l}
elteration in the order of visitation can ba sxoluded, 3uch bisses
may be avoided if a randomsequence of the numbers 00-59 is taken, the
numbers of thls sequence being alloocated in turn tothe districts listed
in any predetermined order. A district allooated the mmber 42, for
example, would then select householde numbered LZ, 142, 24:, ete. A
refinement whioch epproximately halves the sampling varlance is to take
for each pair of districts a random palr of complementary numbers sdding
up toe 101, as i the Beltish Census, but embrecing all 50 peirs. Bach
of the two distriota then takes one of the complementary palr alloocated
a* random.



