13th March, 1956,

My dear Chester,

I should be very glad to support & number of South Americaens,
Emong them & plant breeder, my namesake, in Uruguay. Of the
Brazilian group I think you would judge better tham I. I think
it is wvery important that these countries with no long or inti-
mate contect with the Inatitute; should not think of 1t in these
days as a conference of official statisticians, but &s a world
acedemy of exparta in all branches nf statistical science; among
whom the official statisticians, hﬂing,ﬂ;:gh political nomineses,
do not cut much ice. Emmens alsc I should strongly support, and
in general I feel that nominations should be much mors active, as
our list of candidetes has been &llowed to become greatly depleted,
and ahould always be at least twofold or 2 higher multiple of the
number of places to be f£illsd.

I wrote abruptly in my last letter because I wanted you to
be in no doubt as to the probeble reaction of non-Americans of
all countries to the proposal to increase the quota; especimlly
a8 this proposal has been supported on the two grounds a) that
the United States iz much shead of other countriea in the
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cultivation of statistice, and b) that two United States citizena
have been by our present rule delayed in their election. I
wanted te be clear fhat the firat pr:pnaitifp is not axiomatic,

I
end a8 put forward at the Quitandinha wowldd not make m good
impression; that the second shows first that a quota rule is
necessary, and, secondly that the voters, who are mostly not cditi-
zens of the United States, thought sufficiently well of thase two
Americen candidates to pay them the compliment of giving them
their votea. To resent such & situation and complain of it is
childish, and it should be rememberad that thers are large
politicel steakes in disseminating among countries other than the
United States the impression that your own great country is self-
centred and overbearing,

Tou mention the population of the United States, which is of
course large, &8lmost as large ae that of Russia, though scarcely
competing with India or Chinaj Pakistan is more on the same leval,
I suppose at the present time, though Brazill may be more numsrous
later,

In fact,I believe the ideas of party politiecs, splitting the
vote, etc., are quite out of place. I do not think it is an
advantage to & nation necessarily to maximize its representation

xn the International Institute, but that it is an advantage to
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the Institute to secure the participaticn of people interested in
statistice more than in international rivalries,

Sincerely yours,



