Degamber 3, 10638

Ay desr Blias,

I am very gled you like the &th editicn, which 1t was
a pleasure to send you, I had noticed the errors you mention
ag soin a2 I came bmok and found the book printed. On the firast
questlion the answer, & they eay In Parliament, 1s '‘n the affirmative,
and on the second point, I know no better method than partial
regresaion,

Your third gquestlon is m bigger one: in many such cases,
and espsolally where actual numbers are sounted, e,g., rumbsr of
mistakes made before an animel or human rubjisobd learns & partioular
task, it 1» oonvenient to group the seorea on the basis of a
geomstrie progresaiom, 6.g., 0, 1-2, 4-7, 8&lB and so on, or
0, 1«8, 3«4, B8, Bulf, and toc use the crdimal valuss of these
classes aa the effective variats, The means of sush ordinal
values are then often not too badly dictribubted and the adventage
gained that omly rough ocunts are nseded when the numbsra are high.
After all, = saffiolent serutiny to say that there 1s &t least ome
mite and not more than tem on a leaf must mean that the mites mre
actually eocunted, Cf coudtes a olmssification into broadery
sata¥eguss $ould equally be poseibls, sush as O, 1, 28, ‘-Bl,
6+125, eto, TFor an infestatlion pmoblem such & geometric series
le eapeclally appropriste, since the logarithm of the mamber found
may well be really = measure of the Isagth of time duping which



the Infestat!on hea been undlsturbedly in progress.

Yours slnoceraly



