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Dagar fajor Darwin:

Uhy ao little dogs Like Lo yap from a sale dig I:.ﬂrh;la?
Largely, I supposa because uley have boeen selecuea o
house-doga; but there must have been some such p:-u;mngn;.r
bef'ore wen found any use Tor it. begldes men who have
not, L suppose, been bred for it, show che sawe progenolty.
Liberty of speech geems Lo Le an Intoxicant, eccept tou those
who have exerciged themselves in liberty ot thought. i am
thinking not only of the left wing in blology, which, like
alli left wings, must live by inlellectual patricide; but ot
what | imagine iz happening in Germany. L can guess that
the mainspring of Nazi indignation againast Jews anu Communiatse

lies in the propensity of these gentry, when they think they

are sale, to blaspghama every loyalty thit appeals to a decent
Garuan. “ell they arae not spafe now, and much ygoou lLiberty
has been loat, sacrificed, L suggest, to their propensity
for yelping.

I vas induced by Calman to join in a diecussicn at the
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Linnean un Friday on Zalisbury's pet heobby of mortality

awoily aeedlings, which, he holioves, precludes selaction

from actlng on the adultb structurss of .lants, 1y own
ramaris were halting ond ingfigetual enough; but vhan struck
e about the dlgouszaion, befors a very crowded meeting, was that
nebody whe spoke after us two, adduced zny reason or Lried- to
adduce any reagon, for forming an upinion one oy or the other
ol wnat we wore supposed Lo be ciscussing. Galpan'y real
motive Jor indveing me to atiend vwag to gét ng to sland for
aleetion to the “ielety, which 1 refused to do for lack allke
of money and time. But I could not fesl that the walls would
tuatify to intellectual progress in the 75 vearz since 1888,

1 may add that every mind a: o tabula rasa as taf as sy own

recent book iz concerned, except, perhaps, an eccentrie
wierican's with whom I dined af'lerwarda, who wanls Lo ueveleop
a Lheory of evelution by an extension of the Kinetic Theory
nf.Gnﬂaa-nn ldea which mijht stand as quite a wood caricaturs

of my second chapter,

Tne best pointer I have grasped yet ae to Lhs cause of
tiis very subetantiasl fallure comes from the amibale blatherers
who cannot say that a lebster lays & hunored thousand e gs
without a foreword to the effect that he hesitaies Lo sueak
of mathematica in the presence of Dr. Fisher. At Lelcuster

this year I shall try another tack by giving a short paper
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with a lantern-slide fuor people %o look at, on the subject of
double-stocks, wnich has been discussed in unglisn botanic
c¢ircles for about 26 years, with an explanation, which I
believe Lo Le gimple, of how the "ever-sporting" singles
(froe which, in each generation, the doubles are aerived)
have been built up by & selective process out of genetic
ingredients which are now known to be present. I do not
know if the paycholoyista have & name for the process by
vhich an inhibition of thought is released, but, I suppose,
if the brain 13 atill healthy, the thing can be done.

Youry o incorely,

Pl 1 ghould love t. oee either or Luth of your papers.



