16 Wovertber 18322

Major L. lnrvin, Je.ih,
Crirps's " orner,
Foreat Row,
SuLEEeX.

Dear Major Darwin:

I should only read HMorgan's new book 1If you are
tempted by curleslty. 1t seems to me a most interesting
axample of the way in whioh & man directly responsible
for resl scientific advences should retsin old concapts
and arguments which these advances have reslly made obsolete.
This ghows up in the way he speaks of the "iutation lheory®
of de Vries, as though it were a theory of evolution to be
conaidered as an alternative to Natural Zelectien. De
Vries epeculated upon the origin per saltun of specific
forms, and the ﬂrn:aphii.hta have shown that a esingle aspacles
shows many hundreds of mutational variante. [Eut Morgan
seems to arpue that the occurrence of these mutations
supports de Vriles theory, as though all evolutionists from
Lamarck and Erasmus had not puutulatld,:;::;fzzrji;a. heri-

table changes, to have Laken place. In fact much of



Worgan's book though avowedly based cn the Urosophila
work, might have b-oen written, (and, in effect probably
wag) Iin 19085,

Yours sincerely,



