4 Moverber 1932,

Major L. arwin,; Sc.D.,
Crippata Cormmer,

Foreast How,
Slasga,

Joar Major "larwin:

Thanke for yuur lotter, With regard te the arguments
in ywr father's mind prisre to the "Origin®, I found rather
an amus lny; thiug recantly, uanely lluxley putting forward as
one of hls wala evitlclsma,; wa Tirst reading the *Uriginn,
a problea wiich your fathor muct continually have cunsidered
and reuolved i“ his van mlnd dusrdng the previsas r'if'tcen
Yeara. Yuulﬁgiid raemaember that 1 am Ineclined to reverses
the common conceptlon of your father's sttitude towards use
and dlsuse,and other supposed environmentally induced modi-
fications. it is, I think, usually supposed thal he aocepted
these either as probable per ge,or on the strength of such
evidence aga the relative weights of the winge and legs of
wild and domesticated ducks, as he subseguently adduced as
posaible examples of guch effects. On the contrary I believe

he felt forced to admit that theoretically the environmant



T

showdd be capable of producing evolutionary modifications
because 1t muat be immediately responsible for the large
amount of variallion which ean bz readily obgerved, whila,
pracllcally, he was continually impressed with the counclusion
that such direct effects have In fact only beasn of slight

or occaalonusl importance; and therefore that the Zreat masa
of mutation produced by envirunmental causes must bLe unblasged
in direction, "mere variabillty" as he ecmetimes says,

Buch ag might well arice from the irregularity or disiturbance
of the working of th reproductlve systam. Huxley 1is there-
fore cnly raising :f’?g.rm.l.liar polnt, reflecting, cne might
gay, fragmentse gleaned from Darwin's own argument, wien ha
writes "And seocond,; it is not clear to me why, if continual
physical conditlors are of so little moment as you euppone,
variation should occur at all", This 1;:1.1uxlﬂr'ﬂ “Lifa and
Letters", vol. I, p. 254, but it is almoet the only puint

of scientifio intersst that [ have found in the whole volumea.
I suppoae his son thought the publle would not be interested

in scientific ideas.

I do not know whether you have formed any view as to the
future of the Eugenics Jocilety. I was in the Chair on
“dn“d‘“.r and raised the question of tenure of the Presidency,

rather with a view to preventing & premature discussion of



posgible candidates, At present therefore the Axecutive,
ory as 1 belleve Blacker is pleased to call it, the General
Purposes sub-committee, is charged to report on the tenure
and functions of the Fresidency. Blacker, [ understand,

i anxious to get a distinguished medical man,and has ona

or .o namés in mind, but 1 fancy ha has no chancue of getting
any of them to attend to the affairs of the Society, whather
nominally Frosident or notj and seriously I think that a man
who could not regularly attend Ccuncils and ixeoutives would
never gel tac ‘celety to du anything worth dolng. However,
Iam weltdng to lesrn your-gplnion, I you have rormed one,

and not, except lncidentally, Lo expreze wlna,

Yours slnceraly,



