28 Uoverler 1930.

Maj. L. Darwin, 'c.D.,

Crigpe's Jonal,
Foregl Row,
SUSBEX.

Dear [ajor Darwin,

1f evaer I broadcast I will bear your advlice En mindl

I do not knov what pacticular criticisms of the
differential tlcth-rate evicence you have ln mind, Btut 1
krow thera ls a sirony tendency to clax taat ln particular
localities the difference has recently disappeared. gdin's
article on Jtockholm is an exam,la, I think it is partly
because on the theaory n} succegalive falls in the birth-ralke
in different classes

t*are should be a period of converging birth-ratee following
on the peried of divergence, and the theory fathersz the
statement. For England andw¥ales the facts are much more
1like



and cne cannot help suspecting that the claims now put
forward are as defectlive as Edin's. -

It dpes make one rather desperate to think tuat our
General Heglatry Office will almost certainly not produce
decent data within the next 4C years or aoc. Hn;avlr, wa
ghall have ages of parents at birth registration if they
keap faith, though not in time for comparison with the

1931 Caenauo. -
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1r insnuiﬁ; of & berltable type uppears In 3 tawlly
of otheruise guod stock, sume meimbers will abstaln from
parenthoed from fear they mlght be tainted, although really
free, and others will teke the chance of being free although
really tainted. Loth processes, arlsing from ignorancs,
are dysgenic, and could be stopped 1f it were po:nible Lo
teat the blood of a palient for the defective gena, without
its menifesting its dafecte scmatically, elther Lecause 1t
is regessive, or because the phihent has not yel Lroken down.
Todd finds he can prepare a serum to which the corpusclas
¢l overy chloken, except one for whieh 1% heaa been specially
exhauated, will react. If he exhausats fur both parents
he finds he has also éxhausted for all thnirf’;uint.} offapring.
I infer that he is detecting primary gene products’; for many

secondary substances cceur in offspring which are nﬁt in the
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parents.
Yours gincerely,



