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THE SOCIETY'S

the next succeeding peneration, and this
without referénce to any theories concerning
natural inheritance, & know for certain
that many good and bad qualities observed in
parents are apt o appear again amongst
their children, though we can give no com-
plete explanation of this re-sppearance | and
on this fact can be based a strong argument
in favour of endeavouring to reverse the
existing differential birth rate. If we con
get social reformers to acknowledge the
benefits which could be derived from
changes in the fertility of the different types
of human beings, without necessarily con
vincing them that their views in regard to
the effects of environment are mistaken, we
shall have goue more than half way towards
winning them over to our side, eTe i5 @
line of advance which has been too much

lected in the past,

he publication of an outline of a prac-
tical Eugenic Policy by our i conati-
tuted, in my opinicn, 8 very notahle step in
advance in regard to our tngtnicug "
ganda. Having said this much, I m,
however, like to add that I most certainly
do not look upon this Outline as constitut-
itg the articles of a eugenic faith, nor do 1
hold that all our members shoold be sx.
pected to toe this line, Individoal differ-
ences should always be admitted and even
welcomed. All that is desirable is that
there should be a pronouncement concerning
our aims sufficiently definite to act as o flag
aronnd which we can mally as an efficient
fighting force and then oll advance together
in the game peneral direction. 1 trust that
this Chutline will always be kept up to date,
but only by the adoption of well.comsidered
changes, and also that opportunities will
constantly be taken for making it widely
known. Having said so much, perhaps |
may state that, whilst fully admitting that
birth control is o be advocated in certain
circumstances, as set forth in the present
Outline, T should have liked also to hawve
seen included an emphatic assertion as to
the incaleulable harm that bas been done by
the comparative decrease in the fertility of
the best types since the middle of the nine-
teenth century, however brought about.

COMING OF AGE I

Moreover, systems of family allowances,
provided that they are orgamized like in-
surance systems, the payments out being
proportionate to the individual subscrip-
tions, might nlso have been declared to be the
best financial method of promoting fertility,
These two points were, however, rightly not
included in the Outline, for in these respects
I was in & minarity.

RESEARCH AND REFORM

Turning from practice to theory, it has
been suggested that ewpenics should be
divided into two sections, under the head-
ings of research and practical reform ; and
the question has been raised as to which is
the more impgriant. To this we may reply,
as we did in regard to heredity and en-
vironment, that both are sbsolutely neces-
sary if progress is to be made, and that to
comtrast their nee is erally a
waite of time. On the one hand, the advo-
cacy of eugenic reform, if fonnded on o false
scientific basis, might have disastrons
results. On the other hand, except for the

<highly important effect of stimulating the
imagoation, scientific research will only
benefit munkind if it is followed wp by the
practical application of the discoveries thus
made, The demand that we should seek
truth for truth's sake is generally made by
those who wish to save themselves the
trouble of secking to ascertain what should
be the ultimate aim of scientific research,
The fate of science is no doubt to keep
digging away more or leas blindly into the
mountain of ignorance, and then guite un-
expectedly to strike en tome rich vein of
Imowledge, The wise man of science will,
however, first learmn to recognize the golden
treasure when it is seen, and then dig by
preference in thoss strata where it is moet
likely to be found, Nevertheless, looking
to onr own Society only, T suggest that we
should devots our energies almost exclu-
sively to the propaganda side of the ques-
tion; becanse I believe that the ways of
science will always prove to be so far more
pleasant than any Itt::uft to fores unpalat-
sble traths on an unwilling public that, if
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both are admitted, the propaganda side of
our work will not survive in the struggle for
existence within the Society ; just as, accord-
ing to Gresham's Law, light money, being
generally preferred by purchasers in times
gone by, always tended to drive heavier coin
out of circulation; if I may, for this pur-
pose only, compare science to sn inferior
CUFTENCY.

SCIENTIFIC RESEARCH

Mevertheless, 1 should like here both to
mention a few of the less obvious lines of
research which seem to me ot the present
timme to be especially desirable in order to

our engenic foundstions, and to
express the hope that they will be under-
taken at some nniversity or other institn.
tion, First of all, may I make a strong
plea for a psychological and physical exami-
nation of a large number of children, all
of the same age, of women who have been
actually certified as being mentally defec-
tive? ‘This would give us one of those
crude correlations which, I have suggested,
might often be of great value in the advo-
cacy of practical social reforms; for, any-
how, we should thus learn what kind of chil-
dren wonld be prevented from entering the
world in the immediate future by the pre-
vention of parenthood among the types of
defectives now most often certifed. We
conld pot, it is true, thus at once disentangle
the effects of heredity and enviromment,
whirh should no doubt be our aim, espe-
cially in the scientific study of causation,
The simplicity and intelligibility of these
crude correlations, as I have called them,
nevertheless make them facts of great prac-
tical wvalue, Another investigation much
needed is o systematic inguiry into the
various methods of sterilization, including
the use of X-rays and also of injections, if
this latter method can be made really
effective.  The whole guestion of human
sterility is indeed in great need of further
investigation ; for we all know of cases when
a child was desired but when for some unex-
plained reason none appeared. It may here
algo be noted that, from the point of view of
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science, though it would be of doubtful
direct value to engenics, the effect of X-rays
on the range of distrilmtion of qualities in
the next succeeding generation of animals
or plants should be studied, the object being
to ascertain if small mutations are promoted

e o o svpting v dioe oo
ooes, ity of stupidity and also as
far as possible of temperamental inferiority,
together with the relationship between the
1.0, and the size of the family in the various
social strata, are also subjects greatly need-
ing furtber inguiry, Turning to reforms of
greater magmitude, the whole system of
registration in thiz country ought to be
completely remodelled, for the sake both of
efficiency and of economy. The merits of
pur fellow citizens are pever intentiomally
hidden, and if the registration records in-
cluded as far as possible all human defects,
the tracing of pedigrees of sclentific value
would thus be greatly facilitated, Most
important of all would be the establishment:
of some system of human stocktaking, such
as that so ably advecated s year ago to-day
by Dr, Bond.

One of the many ways in which Sir Fran-
eis Galton showed his genius was by his
selection of the study of twins as & method
of research in human heredity, a field of

in.quil?' by no means yet exhausted. I
should especially like to see this line of
research po in the following manner,

By means of all the best-known psycho-
logical, temperamental, scholastie, and
medical tests, a considerable number of
twins should be examined, all of them being
what are known as ' identical " twins; that
is to say twins of the same sex and very
much alike in physical features. Now, it is
generally held that the similarity between
such twins is due to a similarity between the
hereditary ingredients, call them what you
like, of the germe from which the two indi-
viduals originated. May we not, therefore,
assume that thoss tests in which the twins
showed the preatest degree of similarity
would also be those im which heredity
contted for most? A pumber of sibs not
twins should also be examined in the same
way for the purposes of control ; that is, in
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