From MA]JOR L. DARWIN, Celppe's Corner, Forest Row, Susasx,
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7 aAugust 1930.

Hﬂd. Ll Dﬂl""ﬁliﬂl, S-E.D.I
Cripps's Corner,
Forest Row,

Sussex.

Dear Wajor Darwin,

I enclose the sort of thing I had in mind, if ever it
geams desirable to elaborate the interpretation I put on
your father's theory.

The principal questions are: does it umif ATy Con-
giderations which he would have regarded as essential, and
does it introduce any conception which he would have
ragarded asg alien to hia views.

For myself I do not judge that he would have objectad
to the non-inheritance of readiness to breed early induced
by abundant nutrition even if he were inclined to insist
that other efforts such as incrsased size must be inherited.

For your consideration AT LEISURE.

Yours sincerely,



Schematic representation of Darwin's theory of sexual selection
in monogamous birds, as interpreted by the author; showing the
possibility of & selective advantage of males chosen by reason
of superior adornment by early breeding females, without any
selective advantage of females congenitally prone to breed

early. N i
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The table shows hypothstical average numbers of offspring
reared by females differing in two respects,(a) congenital
tendency to breed early, (b) nutritional condition which
favoura both sarly breeding and number of offepring. The
indices represent the relative numbers of females in each
clees, out of a total of 256. Each row referas te a group of
Temales with the same congenital responae to the atimull
initiating the breeding Sequence, the latesl breeders being
in the top row, and ahows the frequencies of five differen:
nutritional conditions, with the average numbera of offspring
reared, Each column refers to birds actually breeding at the
game time, The numbers of offspring are adjusted to increase
with the nutritional condition of the female in eaﬂh_rﬁw, and at
the same time to give a small further advantage to thoge breeding
&L or mear the mean, or optimal breeding date as oppesed to
theose breeding late or early in the geasomn. The selective
effec¢ upon the cocks is shown in the lower margin of average

offapring accerding to breeding date, those chosen by the hens



The selective effect upon the hens is shown in the right

nand mergin, there being a slight elimination of hena
congenitally prone to breed too early or too late, but no
tendency to accelerate or retard the breeding date of the whole

specles.



