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HIJDI' LI Dﬂr“m, Eﬂ‘.nnl
Crippa's Corner,
Foraat R“l
Susaex.

Dear HNajor Darwin,

* Suppose a fixed population with twe needs only,
Food and Erloks, say. They work at these two induptries
until an extra expenditurs of a unit of labour upon
aither is Juat balanced bﬁf&ﬁ. additional patisfaction
due to greater quantity or quality of the product.

Let tham make an invention which enables them to produce
mors or better bricke with the same labouwr. Bricks
will become cheaper relative to food, and they will
direct some of the labour previcusly given to brick-
making towards food produotion, [he standard of livig
in both reaspetts being railsed, and maintainec equal

a8 between brick-makers and food-producers. If the
invention applisa only te food production the reverse
ghould take place, and if the progress of kno ladge
applies equally succesefully to the two industries,

the standard of living will rise, without uiv'faiun of



1 do mot think that we can argue that mechani-
cal improvements have aided food production more than
industry, but rather far less, except in the important
item of opening out new landa. The facts that
guch lands are available, that it is politically
important to civiliee them, and that there is little
elae other than agriculture that we can do with them,
are those which I am inclined to emphasiee as the
causes of the lowering prices of foods, and the divdmion
ef labour te other ccoupations. I think thias i=s
only another way of saying world underpopulation.

A8 to bcal over- or under-population, I have had
graat difficulty in understanding how the state of
anployment 18 in any sense an index of it. Ho ona
believes that the number of jobs 1s flixed, without
reference to the demand for services, and this demand
turna sverywhers on the population to ba sarved. ot
course certain Jobs such as police supervisiocn, will
not increaese proporticnately to the population, but
this ohly shows that a denser population can devote
a larger proportion of its man power to productive
work. If I wanted over-population I should be open
encugh in eaying so, but I ca.nm.:rt gee the svidence that
40 millionse, or 80 millions, is over-population for
this country,
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Unemployment means, I think, supporting a number
of men capable of doing useful work, without giving
tham an copportunity of doing it. Why should thie
maladjustment be assvelated with the condition in
which an increase of population lowars the general stan-
dard of living (overpopulation) raiher than one in
which an inorease of pﬂp’t';lli'him ralses the general
standard of living? I cannot find any logical
connaction.

It is probable that I differ from you assentially
about Free Trade and Frotection, for I have never
underatood why Frees Traders, however right they may be
a8 Lo the advantages of Free Trade when full employment
ils available, do not accept .rotection at least as a
means of guarantesing full employment for the availabls
man power., Any useful work eesems bestter than none.

I leave aside the advantage which I believe Emuntinﬁ
gives of choosing among different industriss which shall
be foatered.

I am rather surprised that you do not think the
confident expectation of world settlement has influencad
our commercial as well as our political development.

The unquestioned confidence with which men speak, even
in Australia, of "when the interior is opened up" has
certainly led many men to make their homes in tha

widernese to their ultimate ruin.
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Hae the financial loes been borme only by a faw wild
enthusiasta, or is it shared in less proportion, by
others who use the same phrases?

I have simply picked out the points in your
letter I disagree with, or on which I think your
opinion might be modified by what could be sald on
the other side. So I am very argumentative.  About
tropical foreast, do you know any physlographlcal

a0l

reagon why the villeses of the Ganges and the Yang-t-se
nuuu,_hl not revert to dense forest, if the cultivators

wlra. ramoved

fouwrs sincaraly,
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