16th January 1928.

Dgar Major Darwin,

I am answering your lagt letter plecemeal, eo do not answer
unleas you feel 8o inclined., I now return the Galton letter,
whieh I thought so interesting that I had it copledj sc now 1
ask your permission to keep a COpYy.

It is perfectly true that village communities may be much
iselated, but I wonder if Galton ever considered (or people
1ike Fleurs, who find "neolithic" villages, all ovar thas place)
how gomplete the isolation must be to be worth anything genetically

If only one in 10 filter in from outside in each genseration,
in seven generations half the population comes from outside
and in 70 generations all but 1 in 1000. Isolation would be
very sxtreme at this level, in the ordinary course of events,
and cafastrophic events, War raids, rummm, are not eo
uncommon &% to be ignored in the case of sbah habitual ieclation.

King Solomon lived 100 generations agoy and his line may
be extinet; if not I wager he is in the ancesiry of all of us,
and in nnrl_;i};l:;'n.pnrtin:nl, however unequally his wisdom may
bs distributed.

You ees I shirked ths problam of optimum mutability for

asexual organisms, merely proving that there must be an copti-
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mum. The problem has a very beautiful general solutiom in
operative form, but I cannet make it manageabls for any simple
case. I will try again owing to its i latiens. o Bingle
loed, whers I believe (at the optimum) most would be absolute-
1y uniform; ( at least apart from the rare defects always being
eliminated); perhaps all loci, have a foew lethals goling.

Yours sincerely,

é/g;;.; ”X{}ﬁ%a&f

1 ENCLOS,
h,lnr Laonard Darwing

ppe's Corner,
Forest H“.
Sussex.



