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Dear Mejor Darwin,

After reading through *he marked passage in ynur letter
to Whitmey, eand his aXrlanatisn of his diegramsy T think “here
is nne toint which you hive not taken into acoouxnt . His
blaak columna represant by their height the svarage séoTe
nf the elass ooncerned, and not the frequeney of that class,
Now if such & %est was arplied #n all the children of a group
nf families it would be absolutely right without ‘correstion
frr +he size of the family. Again if it wers applied to all
af the children whose inmate ability eWeesded a fixed minimum,
it would =still be right.-:,.(hu‘: of eourse & much less sanaitive
unm‘plrial:rm]'fn: the ohnaen samrle of the abler groups would
#1111l be be~ter on the avarage than that of +he lesz abls
group=, a3 well as being relstively wore numerocus. (I exelude
great diffsrence in varisbility between tha groups)d

But 'if +he Talo students= have bean selected from the

famiiies in which they ware born nn mooounmt both of abllity

atd of pegns the effect shown in the dimgram is cepable of

gn easy explanations For parents of small families of lower
ability will give their sons an educeticm enual to oarants of
higher ability who have larger families; and the Yale group im
scleeted no* for equal ability of the paremts, but for equal 3
aducatinn of +he children. 1% 15/%ﬂnup:h vou bad a =alon 'l‘.ﬁ:i
hnetess nf which liked rrets and roliticiens, Among thnss
rerresent od *hers will +hen ba B negative earrelatincn betwean

vt i and oelizieal pifts, whethir *hors ie an> such arrrelatim



in the porulatien et :large or note.

"Ecoking cursorily T think this effect will be found ail
through +ha bnnk. If T read the tebla oo v 161 rightly
those who rize sorially, amamg 4he emiment, marry leas, are
mnre freanuently childless when married, and leave fawer chil--
dren if net childless. This roints 4r ehildren being an
nbatacle to the vrogress of the parenty in addition %o lts
effect upon the praspects of the .::hi].dran. 4 voint T had
nnt sufficiently realised. The marriage rats iz imnartant,
but T think it anly gives about 4 of the tetal difference.

Yes, I have Heldane's paners but they ars very dull.

I must really find time +o read Whitney, a=z i+ is full
of stimulating material, and [ have alweys felt ‘that the sffeot
of heredirary infertility oould be mede to appear from mch

studies; I want much =ome time o plan a decizive set nof
sbservat ions.

Tours eincersly,

RA, Fk

Febs
1 have sert nff my letter to the "American Neturalist" having

Porgottem to wait for your soinien eon the last paragraph.

But ‘1 should st41l much like to lnow it.
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