12th March 1034,
llli;r Darwin,
Orippa's Cerner,

Persat Row,
SUBEeX,

Dear Hajer Darwin,
It was godd %o get yoeur lebter,

I thought it excesdingly silly eof the Editer te
sacoept Duften's article without censulbing the
sditerinl Cemmittes, as Duften made himself a goed
deal laughed at at Leicester whars the B.A. meb
last year, But I was et%1ll more disappeinted at
his failure te tgke advantage ef the netice the
daily and weekly papers were taking eof the Sterilisatlion
Repers, as a mumber dsaling speoifically and autheritatively
with the subject would certaisly have seld during that
fertnight, and I had theught that the dake ef publicatlen
of the Review had besn pestponed fer this very purpess.

Did you netlioes that we carried out a
suggestien which I remembsr yeur making years age
by ascertaining the mental cenditien ef a large greup
of ohildren ef mental defeotives, I pub in sems werk
en ths relults, theugh they came te me very 1lti in



our deliberations, and thay struck me a2z really remarkable,
I was sspsoially struck by the prepertien ef children
frem defective fatHers and nermal methsrs being the same as thak
freom defective methers and normal fathers, since the
snvironmental ocenditiens in the heme, sapeoially fer Iinfants
and yeung children wust be materislly different in these
two greups, Bub perhaps the mest remariable result eof all
was ths aotual insidence of defect in these families, which
is mere, I think, than ceuld be antisipabed en mny theery
of inheritance witheut strengly mssertatlve mating,
I sheuld judge, in faok, that though oarrlers may well
bs mors mumereus than defectives they must bear te tham a
mach lower ratis than we have all been lnelined be suppese.
The editér wanbted me te mmawer Duften, bub

I am net golng ¥e. The difference in mverage age enwhi h
his whels omss i85 bassd is enly 2 er 3 yeara, and I sheuld
think, 1f he weuld take mny netics ef eriticism, he weuld
find jJust abeut this difference betwesn nen-sminent members of
the same groups of families.

I think the factor you mentien would work in the
same directien, but, 17 it would, I doubb:if it weuld
ameunt te much quantisatively . One of the larpgs
effecks of t he fall in the birth-rate is that the avérage
age of mabernity is sonsiderably lewer than 1t used ke Le,

and I suppose bhis goRtrest appliss alme betwsen the lapger



and the smaller familiens in smch gensration. This weuld
tend te counteract the affesct you suggest, Agmain,

though the member of a small family has ebvious advantages
during sdelescencs, affecting things like slethss and
armussments, as well as prelenged educatlen, and betber
epportunitiss of ebtaining a well-paid pest, se that there 1s
every reasen te think that ohildren frem small familles
will, on the whels, marry bebter, there 1s net se much
reason to think shat they will appear mere often in the
Dictienary of Naticnal Blegraphy, fer example, sspwolally
as the very amenities they enjoy de sertainly In some
osses diminish the probabilisy of ssrlous work being
undertalcen, I memam that a man whe oonsiders egrly in
1ife that 1t 1is & privilege, or perhaps a duty, ef his
positien te ocultivate leisured tastes, in ars, perhaps,

er apert, or %o dabble in pelitles, may conoeivably

make & name for himsslf in thess pursuits, but is more
1ikely o be distrseted by them fvem culbivating his

real balents,

I should muoh like te knew 1f you agree
with this, 1,0, that there is a fairly censidersble waste
or, shall I say s Hidden reserve, of abiliby ewing te the
attibude of mind engendsred by inherited wealth,

Youra asinoerely,



