16th November 1833.
liajor Darwin,
Cripps's Corner,

Forest Row,
HusEax,

lear kajor Darwin,

I reallsed that it was Jjust s colncidence
that yours ebout the Americen Soclety came just as I
waa rather bothered sbout the analopous situation in the
English woelety, but ms 1t happensed my views on the first
question are largely influenced by what I heard durlng
my twe recent visits tothe 2tates, The propozal to
abolish Honorary Hacrutariaa, apart from cther questiona,
puts the doelety for the first time, I think fo -t
least twenty yeara, in the position of having no sctive
officer who is & profesalonal Biolopist, Cutler has
been propressively allenated, though neturally very
inolined to be helpful, during the last few years.
I proposed at the last Council, speaking of what I had
seen in Ameriea, that the Soclety had everything bo gain
by putting & number of Blologlsts on its General Purposes
Commlttee, which In fact handles gll detall matters of
pollcy for the Council, To my surpries and regret great
reluctance was shown from the chalr (Bramwell) an attituds
which I fear ipressed ell the Biologlsta present, which
ineluded Foulton, very unfavourably., After a long
discusslon, Gates and Thornton were added to the Nommittee



and this I think is a atep in the right direction,
though they hoth must be strongly consclous of how
grodgingly and unwillingly they were admitted, In fact
I feal that the attitude of the small group of non-
Selentific's whioh sontrol the Soelety, much more than
undid the good feeling I was alming at, I hope o see
Eramwell in the near future,snd shall perhaps then be
able to understand the attitude he adopted.

1 do hope you willl not bother yourself abt
all about thils. I the Soclety goes to pleces or
reduces litsel! to .the status of the Amerlcan Amsoclimntlon,
it will not be the end of Eupenics, The refusal of the
ffanetlcal Socisty that you refer to was due to the motlve
hostllity of thelr 3scretary and the peneral Indifference
of most membera of the Commlttes, I was on that Commilttes
at teh tims, end had sven won other members, belng
actively aassoclated wlith the Fugenlc movement, they would
certainly have eome in, It was I think simply & case
of neglecting the neesd to:galn the sympathy and active
sa-operation of thoses Blologlsts who are willling to help,

Yours sincerely,



