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- B. Fonm, F-R.8, DEPARTMENT OF ZOOLOGY
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TELEFHDNE BS278
8ir Ronaeld Fisher, F.R.S., 8th May, 1958.
44 Storey's Way,
Cambrldge.
My dear Ron,

1% 1s a wonderful thing to receive such a letter
as that which I had from you today. I shall keep it
and treasure it always, I want you to know that your
splendld encouragement for more than thirty five years
has been the greatest thing ln my selentific carser.

I owe an immense debt to you.

I must say I had not realized that the B.B.0.
want half an hour'as worth, nor that we ars being
started off by that curious person D.M.S.Watson. I
onos crossed the Atlantic with him and got on quite
well personally, though I have a suspicion I might not
do on a longer scqualntanse. Raturally, sclentifically,
our views are polea apart. I ¢can hardly think that the
B.B. 0« could be qulte so stupld as to glve thelr
liateners our four contributions of helf an hour on
the same night. On the other hand, it 1s qulte pos-
gible,for there ig no 1limlt to human foolighnesa. 1
am today writing to them to find out about this.
Perhaps you have done the game, but 1ln any event I
will let you lkmow what thesy say.

Yours affectionately,

FuSa A second letter is enclosed.
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44 Storey'a Way,
Cambrldge.

My dear Ron,

Having digtated already a letter to you, another point
has arlsen, and I am enclosing this letter ssparately In the
aama anvalope.

gavin de Beer, I think very properly, would llke a per-
mansnt exhibit of the technlque of marking, releass and
recapture as appllied to butterflies and moths. As elways on
these ooccasliona, there seems to be & rush, and he would llke
something by the cpening date of the Darwln Exhiblition on Junhe
11th. A1l he wants is (1) trianglea; (2) marked specimens,
I think two would be appropriste, one showing the markings es jush
made, the other a specimen wlthdrawn from & population after
it has been flying some days; (3) a brief explanation. This
latter will not be easy to draft, since 1t has to be sultable
for the general publie, and I will send you for your approval,
if I may, & copy of what I am suggesting.

If you agree, I think it will be beat to use one of oupr
Manlola triangles. That from Eeredity, 1948, 5, 67-84, belng
The upper one on page 75, in the Jolnt paper by yourself,
Dowdeswell and myself.

It is true that a great deal more work on marking, release
and recapture has been done on other spsclea than on Manicla,
However, my point in choosing Manlocla is this. That
melanins which give 1%s colour are extremely realatant when
expossd to light, but the pigments In most of the other specles
usad, especlally dominula, fade after a few mohtha' cxposure
aven to defused dayllgnt, =0 that such species would be extremely
unsuitable for & permanent exhiblt, which iz whet is wanted. May
I have your spproval to go ahead with the raproduction of a
triangle Mm—e joint paper? I am writing to Kenneth Mather to
agk for his permission as present Bditor of Heredlty.

Yours effectionately,

oo

P. 5. A seocond letter 1a encloseds



