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fat. March 1949,

Ey dear [Henry,

An T pu sure you 1lad coatroversiel writing ne
trovblesuse and puinfal s L do, L have trled Lo o tgr Dost with
this cbjectioncble buoliocas by deafting a note to llayr, intended
to bo civil without being servile, and which conld very well go
under Lo own neoe ouly, 1 you thousht it in eny way proflitable
to write soparetely.

vou will see I have quoted from en cld paper of Wright's,
the firat I hoppensd to plek cut of my pauphlet cese, which seema
$o ushow how much in the dari Yeyr muot be as fo what opinions
Wright has advocated. o thaot you moy Judge whether 1 have
treatsd him fairly I am seddling four quotntlionsa from whieh I
think you oan jufge the franework of ldeas in which each
partioulsr asntoioe ie to be interpretued.

1 do hope, llenry, you will not let this business bother
you, as I think it might quite anmduly.  After ell, it is an
sapentiel pert of scientkfic work that 1% lesds to a batier
understanding of some situntions which i2 slweye snd necesmarlly
unwelsome to many whose provious ldess Were not guite so goOd.
One hetes to seem to contradict, Tut there 1g no improving the
idsan of the human reeco on sony eubject short of dolng pomething ek
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Derraie ¥ Tanediomm Cynebitan,



Sewell Wiright. Arerlenn Gtotisticel Joumnal, Oup lement of

March 1931, The Otatistical Theory of ¥wolution.
e 201=208,

ny 203

"Ir.e Roh, Yisher, to whom I referrad ot the besimming, hes made

a mathamatioal investipation which leado to tho econclusion that
natural selection 1le enough, theot rmeh seleotion ot Ancvitebly
laad the nnoolea mlony; the rond of increoning fitneps oven in

the mimiteat detodl, aseomdn: that the cnvivonmont docs not
dateriorate. I have been led to somewint differsnt conolusioms."

Re 207

“Baoh sub=group has a systen of freguenay arraye for the genes
from whieh they drift about st random and at rates detarriined
not by the size of the whole eystem snd mutation pressure, but
by the size of the sub-ygroup snd rdgration pressure . . . +
The result is a geologleal reapld drifting apart of the various
sub~-groups, even undesr uniffora conditions. Thie ls & non-
adaptive radiation, but, on tha aversge, not much as to lead
to apprecisble deterloration.”

B 208

TIn short this seams from statisticsl sonsildorations to be the
only mechaniom which off'ers an adeguate baais for a contimuous
and progresaive avelutionary procass,”
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"In porticular, a state of sub-division of u sexnally reprodusing
popilation into small, incomplotely isclated groupe promotes
the noet favourable conditions, not merely for bhranching of the

species, ut slso for its evolutlon as » oingle group."
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Extract from Dr. Mayr's letter

18%. Eargg;rﬂmh.
"Phape seem to be a number of contradictions which I have been

unsble todissolve. With the seme breath you say that rendom
fixation occurs, but that it is of no evolutionary significance.
I have always considered it axicmatic that anything that leads

to a deviation from the present gens ratic is sutomatically of
evolutionary significance. I fail to see any refutation of thls

point in your note."

Meyr's statement that we say that random fixation occcurs
muat, I suppose, refer to our statement 'we presume that
random sampling fluctuations must always be present, btut that
sther csuses mist be asctive too."  Of course, I should not
hesitate to asy that occeasionally random extinetion of a gene
ocours. It had not occurred to me that Dr. Mayr or angyone
else should think it axiomatic that such an event should be
of svolutionary importance. If Dr. Mayr imagines his
supposed axiom was accepted by other evolutionary writers he
mast have overlooked the point we have been inslsting on for
more than twenty years, that the majority of mmtatlons, which,
of course, invelve s change of gene ratio when they cceur,
are of no direct evolutionary significance, though in the mass

and ccouring over long periocds they mey produce indirect effects.



