24th. March, 1930.

E.B. Ford, Esq., ﬂ'*'l
16 Mueeum Hd.,
CXFORD.

Daar Ford,

Thank you for your letter and the further ﬂmu
raise. You always have aometh new and intereating.
t would be quite fascinating if a differsnce in dominance
were found between melanic and non melanic races of mothaj;
though I can scarcely expect it, as the change in industrial
digtricts seems to take place very quickly.

I do not know a bit how much importance to attash to
large cyclie variatione in numbers. I doubt if we can be
sure that selective intensities are lese in an inoreasing
phase than in a decrsasing phase. It is trues that in an
increasing generation the o @ of a mutation surviv is
inoreased; whether the mutation 1s bensfiecial or harmful,
but ia its chance of surviving round a complete mii any
high-r if it ¢ocours in an increasing generation % in
a decreasing generation? I can see that more mutations
will ocour the "summer®™ than in the "winter® of the
::iiln, because thers are more creatures produced, but not

t they are worth more in the "epring" than in the

Tautumn®.

There is rather & subtla primeiple by which any increase
in the properticnate numbers a4 neaw will cartainly
inoresse rate at which it i3 bee more favourable,

or decrease the rate at which it is bBescming less favourable
by altering in its own favour the rates of ;'Ihll" gene subati-
tutions favourable or unfavourable to itself) but I deo not

think this applies to changes only in the absolute numbers.

Tou will be glad to hear that my book on Natural Selection
is at last out. I am send a oopy to Foultom, who helped
me much with the Mimjicry chapter.

YTours sincerely,



