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Marriage laws

Separation of sexes J

Daily life

Ftre, how ohtainedL

Food^ how procured, how cooked, opossuB, kangaroo, turkey, fish,
iguana, frog, seasons for gathering

Clothing* Mention man with hallet dress

Hunting, singly and battue, their knowledge of the habits of
birds, etc* Anything strange associated with magic*

Games, string, nut, fire, kailees, spearing discs, swimming.
Jumping wanna*

Dances, songs

Magic, Medicine, Healing, etc*

Message sticks

Methods of Justice

Betrothals, polygasy, infanticide, xwaring and education of
children

Cannibalism

^la4s in the north, two south, kmanya amd immgm.
Cm w98

Death ncTer natural, a life for a life

Burial in rarious positions, earth formed inte heaps
Bullroarer, take bullroarer, magic stick and drawings
Weapons.

2

Methods of making fire, origin of fire, drilling and sawing
methods. I hare seen them obtain fire with the aid of a shield
and spearthrower, the former being of soft wood, the latter of
hard Wood. The shield ie held on the groaad ly meuui of X}m
feet and the spearthrower is sawn Tigorously oTor the ahleld
by two aen.
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(This is contaiQed la Section VIII.)

• The Aastrallaas are depenieat oa the course of the seasons for

their seeds and fruits, and in many pairts for their fish food.

They haTe hroadly speaking 4> kinds of food, fish, flesh, in

sects and grubs, and vegetable food. The fishing season in

the Borth was usually the winter season, the mungaitch season

was in the spring and early suamer. Some special seed in the
• .

j Weld Eange district was ripe in October. The Jilgees or goonyok

(species of crayfish ) were found in late spring and early sunaer.

^ Iguanas and snakes^ suaaer time, and certain animals all the
year round. They made weirs in the Southern rivers, spearing

•i

being the Borthern method. When a big fish was caught, when

a whale was stranded, messengers were sent to all friendly tribes

to come and share in the feast. Oysters and smaller fish were

used as bait in Borthem waters, the fish being speared as they

rose to the bait. Bets were used to catch fish in the Roebourne

and ether B.l. districts. Torchligiit fishing was conducted

also in northern waters, turtle being generally caught at night

time. Bvezy fish and bird (excCi^t the blue pigeon and a few

smaller birds) and eveiy animal were caught and eaten.

Poison and muddying the water

Weirs With stakes and boughs and ngooniook
ilsh are also driven into a shallow waters of the estuaries and

rivers by aeans of boughs, the women and men driving the fish

before them. This plan is called ngowat.

Oysters and shellfish were not eaten by the South natives but

they were by the northern W.A. Method of cooking small firii.

trapped im a speeiee of melaleuca (paperbark), fish put into this

*^epped rennd with fibire and baked in heated sand eovered with

hot amnes. Woumded eeekateos act as decoys to the others.

tied to a tree and their cries bring their eenpanions.

Smns, abmnt 1^0 lbs. netted, speared, poisoned, any be caught

by * weedem tnbe or htliow bamboo. Swim and dive underneath

d»«*-
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Then tracking, stalking singiljr kangaroos, drawing out tail

sinews before cooking. It might be cooked whole or in portions,

an oven made in the sand, stones heated and placed either insids

the kangaroo, or on top. Skin of kangaroo not always remoTed.

When cooked it was laid on its back and cut up and dirided

according to law.

Certain rules limit the animal and Togetable foods, emu, bandi

coot, honey, fish, etc. The origin of food tabus seems to haww

teen the desire of the old men to keep the best foods for them-

selYes. In some tribes food rtiles were communistic, each per
son haTing a portion. Property in game, the men lidio first

wounds the animal shares it.

Cannibalism, kidney fat, northern methods of eating

Wougalong fingers

Special implement for drawing grubs out of trees

Mallee roots, certain gum trees (tuart, ets.) a bole or bulge
on certain trees (water in these).

There are certainly not less than ^00 species of Togetables.

Zamia nuts placed in water and then buried for a time until the

P^p is diy, eaten hard or roasted, taste like ehestnuts.

Boom maaja and other roots mixed with red eairth, to prerent
dysenteiy. Kwonnert season large gatherings, also mungaitoh
««ason. It is rery unusual to store food but the samia nuts
and certain Jamwood seeds are stored. A kind of tobacco im

the Murchison.

•
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The boolca in the South, and paiut aad grease and belt and

tassel or pearlahell in the liorth.

Men let their hair grow long, women out theirs short, the hair

cutting ceremonjT ot the South accompanied the initiation of the

b07 into manhood* A fillet of hairstring or opossum string or

eren of baric keeps the hair away from the face, tightened, the

fillet relieves headache. Of head ornaments they had many, emu,

eaglehawk and the crested feathers of the cockatoo were made into

tufts and fastened in the headband, dogs' tails, boodee tails,

flying fox fur made into small button like ornaments, kangaroo

teeth, pieces of soell, etc. and at elaborate ceremonies the

femir may be raised artificially on top of the head, and then both

head and body coTered with wnite birds* down.

Seeklaces of pipeshells, string, bandicoot tails, kangaroo teeth,

arm bands of hair string or rattan covered with string.

A piece of shell In the inland districts Is exceedingly valuable,

lose bone and koeeking out one or more front teeth,

fainting the body or smearing it with grease and painting it

with red aad yellow and black and vdiite. Black aujurning in

Mat, white mourning for women, red ceremonial, and symbol of

manhood, yellow and red decorative, green was said to be the

colour used by themnunjoonoo womba, i.n the Broome district.

Women were greased, but beyond the white for mourning, and red

at eertain oeremonies, the women «wre not painted. Huts, either

gmss tree (Xanthorrheea) or papexbasdc, or gmss or brelikwind

slielters. Holes are made with the digging stick and in these

the stems of the grass tree, or small eapllnge, were pleeed to

a depth ef about 8 iaehee* The boughs converged mtA bark or
Page 6

rushes msre plaeed on then, and held in position by the seed
tree

vessels of the gxuss/stea , or the tops of the saplings, fbe

thatehiag ef tb» hats generally began friMi the ground upwards to

the top. Althengh in the Smth the huts wsre substantially

built, the netives sever sretuimed to then aftor one# going nsay*

&*oy fsmad huts ef clay and sods on the Hutt River, and at Hanover
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Bay he found a heehire hut of logs of wood, 4 ft, hi^, 9 ft.

in diameter. Peron found log huts which were recesses for

storing implements, the entrance heing about ^ feet hi^«

King found a stone hut at Careening Bny, hut it wals eTldently

huilt hy Malays or iiluropeans.

In moat tribes the huts face the direction away from the wind.

In the Horth there was a yalmee luarter and a ^ooganoo q,uarter,

the ^ooganoo being at the bach of the yalmee.
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Iq their message sticlcs they had a system of commuuication. ndilch

might ia time hare derelofed into a soriyt* In many cases,

howeTer, the sticlc was simply a reminder to the messenger.

In his Tezy earliest youth the native begins the study of the

language of footprints and other hunter's lore.

The messengers arriving at Idie eampy relating the news to the

old men, or in a loud recitative as he is desirous of all hear

ing his news, and he overcomes by this means the social barriers

raised by customs of avoidance.

Their gesture language is local in its distribution and some

previous aeq.ueiatanee is necessazy to secure its comprehsnsion.

A peaceful sign ia the outspreading arms and hands, a hostile

sign is chewing the end of the beard and spitting it out again,I

meanidzile worhing the toes in the dust.

There is a big difference between the art of savages and that

of hi^&ly civilised beings,

LiJce aU people in the lower stages of eiHture, the natives are

given to much adorning of themselves and their weapons.

Designs on rooJt faoes, in caves and roclc shelters, drawings of

faees and bodies, hand sspeeially, totem markings.

Duels betweea uiule and nephews, brothers, tribal fights, public

and private, Justiee is meted out. If one man offends another,

both stand out and the effended spears the offender. When the

eemhat is ever, friendly relations are resumed,

la eeaing te a eaap a friendly visitor goes straight to tho hut

ef a relative er brother-in'^law, bestowing not even a glanoe at

any ettor eamps he may pass on the way. When he gets to the

• death has eeourred in his absenee, the nearest bleed
relatiem ef the dead man will eeaw ever to tho visitor *-n# seat

himself eress legged on his thi^s pressing his breast to that

of the visitor (this is agoneral annouheemeat of death). The
wemem 1« sasp Ismediately set up a wall and the near relations

ftisd mas Mrateh their eheeks until the blood eame.
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Strangers are always reau-ired to ait down awsy :from the oaap

until the oldest man in camp goes to them, finds out irtio

they are. Msny Europeans may have heen hilled through ig

norance of this native rule,

Of games they had many, nut burying, meeja hambong, hala hambong,

setting the top of a grass tree alight, string games, cat»s

cradle, and the mahing of animals* claws, etc. Gxrls had

little sticks to represent babies and th^ were taught how to

defend these. Guessing games and many other kinds were taught

p-. them and a sort of hockey was played by the Southern people.

Page 9

A woman having a severe headache will get another woman to hit

her on the head with her digging stick. They freq,ueatljr suffered

from skin diseases, often induced from over eating.

Like all savage races our aborigines are singularljr laoking in

resistance to disease, but as regards wounds, their viability-

is tremendous, A native will live for years with six inches

of spear located in some pait of his body. They will receive

spear wounds in the thigh with not the smallest sign of pain.
Skull fractures are else duickly recovered frem.

Aman suddenly feels a pain in his side and at ones believes that
the magic of some enemy has entered into him. His reasoning
process is simple. Everything must have a eanse and as ae man
or woman would get ill of themselves, there mast bs an sneny
somewhere iho has caused the sickness and henos an endless

revenge was going on. ASwan district man sent sioknesa aad

probabV a»«th lato . v.... «... th.
th. ..apllmat b, injuring or killing th. Snw tlstrlet ,m> ank
80 eai
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Their soul or spirit of life is associated with the hreath.

At Beagle Baj a young Isoy fell off a tree injuring himself

fatally. A priest vdio was attending the dying hoy had occasion

to leave him for a moment. On his return he found some eight

or ten natives lying on top of the hoy, all anxious to catch

his spirit "before it passed out of his hody, thus acq^uiring

double strength and spirit.

Kaanya, the spirit of a z^cently dead native,

Janga, spirit which for some reason has not gone to Koorannup

but returned to its own country and haunts some shady place, or

hill or valley or cave. It is the 3caanya who cannot find their

way to Koorannup idio return and become 4enga.

You are all aware of the beliefs of the old Breton and Irish

peasantry in the efficacy of fire to ward off evil spirits,

and atolring or firing the magic out of a man, dog, or weapon

is eommen to our aborigines.

The spirit of the dead native hovers about the vicinity for a

time, until the body becomes sJceletonised, when it goes away

to Eoorannup, A branch suddenly fell off a tree near a camp

which I was visiting, the natives stiid at once, "Oh, the Aaaoya

stepped on the branch on its way to Koorsnnup and brohe it,"

That branch became winnaitoh or forbidden until the incident

was forgotten, or s fire had passed over the place.

The name of a dead man is not mentioned because his kaaoya or

spirit would hear the name uttered, and would ocmie to those vftxo

called him, and perhaps work hsrm upon them.

Fer momrniag the men put oharooal on their faces, sometimes

eddii^ limes ef plpeelay on nese, forehead asd eheeks.

iemem use pipeclay only

Marking large rings rouM their eyes and drawing vertical line

along forehead and nose. Sometimes a widow's skull cap im4:T

sf pipeclay and mud is worn for a period. In the Horth sn

eld widow will make afud curls ef her hair a vexy uneemfertable

head dress, i^ieh ^ will probably woar during the remainder
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of her life. The mud dries and hardens and the curls rattl#

as the woman runs.

Widowhood may last for three days or a lifetime^ according to

the age of the widow and other circumstances. The widow passes

to the "brother of her deceased husband.

14
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The methods are varied. Twenty four hours after death, or

-T'r.vv- -

.. • ,1.

even less, preparations for the burial are made. The womeB.

shriek and howl, scratching their faces until the blood comes

and the skiB comes off. The male relatives dig the grave,

the women clearing awy the shrubs etc, in the vicinity.

Sometimes the hair or beaird of the dead man is out off to show

any absent relatives* The men rub at&es and charcoal on their

foreheads, the women pipeclay or ashes. The nail is burnt off,

the thumb and the forefinger are tied together to prevent the

man from holding his spear. Grave ^ feet long and 4 feet deep.

Gum boughs are burnt in the hollow made, the direction of the smoke

telling the whereabouts of the murderer, or sorcerer. Kere

boughs are placed at the bottom of the gimve and the body is

lowered down weapped in a cloak, if below lat. 2?. The grave

may extend east and west or north and south, according to tho

tribe. One X saw dug at Hindoola was that of a kalgoe distriot

woman, whose feet pointed to Yalgoo. Bomb^ about the grave

eyery shrub and uaeven surfaoo had been removed, so that when

the spirit rose it did not stumble. (Describe the aaall mound

when Bellie died.) The earth from the gmves in the South

forms a cresosnt at ths head. Th# Darling Bangs, or Hill tribes

burled north and south, the head to the south, the Akeo looking
to the rising sun. The lowland or river people bury oast and
west, the body on its back, the eyes looking to the midday sun.
The earth is fermsd into two heaps, one at the head and ens
at the foot. Aneero ie placed in or on th# grave, if a nan,
a wanna if a woman. The spears of the dead man nne broken.
The grave is regulariy visited to see that it is net disturbed,
a fire is lighted between tiie grave and the living (oleso t# ^
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grave) and a shelter of hoii^s majr ts erected over it, also

food and water aajr te placed there.

To call the naae of a dead nan brings his spirit bach and the

spirit, finding that it has been made a mocheiy of will bring

harm to the person who named it.

Their geographical and astronomical notions are on a par with

their level of culture. In the northern district there are

three earths, that which is under the ground, 2 on the surface,

and > above the ground or in the slEy.

To then the sun is a female, and the wife of the moon, the

stars being their children or their dogs, according to the tribe

telling the legend. The sun's daughter only comes up in the

north, for if the mother eame up they would all be burnt.

They believed that an exiipee was caused by some native doctor

throwing his booha (skin cloak) over the sun. The Pleiades

are our sisters, Beering.

Shooting stars are opossums throwing spears.

Magellan's clouds are the moke of a medicine man's fire that

went upwards in to the slcy, and stayed there.

Scorpio is a trap for catching kangaroos, etc.

The Dark Patch in the Milky lay is an emu, a river, and in the

north it is the magic tullroaror idiioh once made a road from

earth te sky, Koorrwal.

The rainbow is tho shado (boega) of a tohooroo (snake).

Thondor is supposed to be tho voice of halja, who is roprosontod

as an old man with white hair. In tho South a sorcerer is called

ffittlgarguttuky mvlgar meaning thunder, guttuk « having.

••• .r-- *. • • • •
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stone Implements in Museum

' Kative mill for grinding roots

. *
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flat round stone instimaent used at eorroborees (Kiabel;ley)

; Native stone spear heads, Kimherley and Derhy

^ • x' "Ginda" stone chisel

* Stones used hy native women for sharpening their fitting sticks
it,';.'' .^1

j (oval round sfuare, felspar, greenstone ciystal Qjuorts) Murehlson
5rV" '̂r
•:L "Dandie" used for tattooing (?) Murchison•A" X'A; •'

Stones used Toy natives for initiation rites (Murohison)

Native tomahawk, Broome

"Tahlee", Kalgoorlie name for gingi

Tiro.sheaded hammer from Bunbuiy district, 6 inches across
C;:_ . A length of handle, 14 inches

A. ft n 11 q inches, hammer six inohes across,
- T^: handle fixed on with gum (adzes?)

•-rr

.".1

Tomahawk from Chidlona Veils circular shape, whitish stone

Chipped and unserrated spearheads, Aimberley

Native stone haemier

Chisel made of iron (Kimherley)

Mungan, curious atoBS iaipleaent (saadstone)
by
Kimberley natives (like a hammer head)

'"• '1 ;

A»C« Bradon of Eucla states that the natives there have ne

stone hammers, but in oiroumcision they use a piece of sharp

flint obtained from caves or walls sunk by the whites.

They also use the flint for maxing their various wooden weapoas,
' •;
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Prof. £eaae smnarlsea the essential principles of the totem

sfstem as follows :•

Starting from the initial unit of the trihe or family.

this hecomes dirided into a number of clans, each distinguished

by its totem, which is in fact its name and its heraldic badge,

this badge giradually becoming more and more venerated tiH it

assumes a sacred aspect and may in fact be almost deified.
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Kames of persons soggestel by fiesident Magistrates to i^oa

lists should be sent :
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Carlyott, informant •.• xr/: .a , ii
Yuln '.X-r'
Yoigoo Uagisterial District

PnriRl (natire method)

The dead are sometimes placed in the grave in a sitting posture,

with face towards his "birthplace. A fire is made close to the

grave and the direction the smoAe taAes indicates where the mur

derer is to he found, and the relatives go in that direction and

kill a man or woman of the tribe so^otxrning there (Greenough).

Should two men fight and one of them die, the one that is still

living must he speared, even if he kept sMaj from the district

for maq^ pears (Greenough).

aalr Cutting - .f " '•

liative women place a tugga (or wooden scoop) under the hair

and cut it off with a flint. (Greenough)

•Smui :

Mostly speared or caught with dogs. (Greenough) ''
.. 2' . i--" ' ^

Outline of animals chipped with flints on granite rocks.
(Greenough)

HfttlYi Jiaatlae

Should a oatlTo take his brother's wife, the offender is speared

in many places, from tho toes upward. After committing two

murdera, the murderer would go and roll on an ant hod and after

being hadljr bitten would return to his tribo and would not be

molested, as It was considered he had made a tonement.

Cflrrghftreoa

"Hoondiuig keeqph" ^ effigy is mads resembling a humatt being,

msd after the danee the natives spear it and knock it to piaeos.

Tho women aro present at this danee, but with hands bowed down.

Shenld a woman look op oithor during the daaeo ronad the effigy

or its nnbsetaant dmolttion she will go blind.

IntiTa flaati qX trlhffg affdr Xadtt

Thaawarae, Vajerrae, Agardeea

iarm aathaa



XulQ trll3e extends 40 miles north of Yuin, 4^ miles south to

Wurarga, 23 miles east to head of Greenough fiiver, and vest

ahout 30 miles to Talleraog Hill.

JB&£i£X

The trihes exchange spears, shields and other ohjeets with

each other,

CaflftihaliSB

Gannihalism existed.
t

JtntdT from roots, eta.

Peeawa tree^ always found in a watercourse and hearing a long

white flower. The natires dig up the end of the root and

trace it towards the tree. It is then taken out, cut into

pieces and drained into a tu£^a (wooden scoop),

la ghos'ts

Hatives holieTe that the spirits of the dead are almost always

ahout their graTes. The/ soaetimes traTol. Ihen they die

they helieve they go to another country "westward".

Sorcery

Eative hoylyas in every camp.

Gesture Language

They use gestures much the same as hhlte people.
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S.S. Woodley, Gum Cr«ek, Tia Annean.

Gaag Traps

Pits - a hole ahout 7 or 8 feet deep is dug. After "cottering"

the earth that is taken out they put two or three poihted sticks

two or three feet hi^ standing pointed end up in the bottom of

the hole, then the whole surface is covered over with small

sticks and gz%ss and a little earth. Some pits have no sharp

sticks at the bottom.

EmusJ dogs'and man's footprints chipped on granite rocks,
•

aeafldigg

Fot colds, peppermint steeped in water and the liquid drunk,

leaves of the kukarra (?) tree also applied.

Dooarree (red ochre) and other articles exchanged,

CanGihaliga r '

This has always existed.

ttakirtfc ^rog • ^v'

Sandalwood and native peach are the woods used.

Sawing method, also upright. "f.Vu.j.

OhtalBlrtf; fater

Boots of trees drained into a vessel or tapping trees where a

crack is seen.

fthoata

They believe the dsad ean rise up and take any shape they choose

and can be friendly or hostile at will. This idea varies in

different parts.

SaiaAxei.^

"Seoadeng*' mon ean eure siehness, cause rain, etc,

fitfftnrg iiftnffiMigf

Signs with both hands and feet, some for animals, etc.

.aankp fflffnaliiing

f or 4 f«ofe«f> eno after the other mean "shifting".

One spiral smoke "look out, someone has arrived", "be eautieum"A

/,»L5£s3te '
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Paife %2

Geoff. Chamoers^ Peak Hill

Qh99ts

Devil called "Jingee" or "moonaree".

Women are not supposed to see him, if they do they" msy he killed

hy aoy native (?)
j'

Q9aiiV,T9 IiaHffltfti"??

To pout the lips means "over there".

To draw the bottom lips down means "no".
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T.A. Brage, Iforchison

Round grsTe, "body placed in sitting posture with legs crossed

and face set towards the place of his hirth* Usually buried

two or three hours after deaths on sandy ground^ eaqr to dig.

Ho serrice other than wails and cries of those present.

plastered with grease and wilgee xihtil formed into rope-like

pieces hanging all round the head.

Qftae yragj
x ,;.r

Pits, dug as described.
- . z.- . .

CarTi&gii

Hose sticks are often oarred with figures of emus, kangaroos,

birds, etc.

a&tiTe vpgticg

An eye for an eye .
- ^ JE

• t;.
£l.ri

Gonorrhoea (doubtful) and oolds. ' 1 .

"Bulya" only.

Extent of Conntrv. Eonndarles

iooramel River on the Horth, Murchison on the east to Elizabeth

Springs, and down the kurenison to Geraldine Muir's.

Approx. number of natives, between 200 and 3UU.
.. " " r •

Tribes b&rte^ with each other.

existed. ' ^

MaUttg flrtii

Sandalwood or soft diy wood split but not entirely parted, the

•peaing thus made is filled with dry soft grass. A second soft

stick is rubbed across (sawing method) the first stick inaediately

over the opening, which soon ignites the grass.

iataj tarwi liattp,

Ifalieo roots dug up, out into lengths and drained into a «iSsol,

water passabl#.



Houot View (coatinued) (lir, Drage)
.^Q.yo^ry
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Aa implicit faitlj in the "bnlya, who extracts smooth stones

and shells from the patients hy squeezing and sucking the

affected parts. These are held as great chai-ms or curiosities

hy the natives who helieve an eneny placed them there.
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j^gnt of ffottR-^ry

Laice Babtaroo at Bortheast corner, Eerltllla Station on Gascoyno

River at Northwest corner, Milly Milly station on Murchison River

at Southwest corner, "Star of the East" at Southeast corner#

Ahout 4^0 or 3JO natives in this district,

gf trihsa

Myallee, ocxirrathoo, i:o^ara

liyallee inhabit all the countiy north of the Murchison River,

the Kurrathoo inhabit the western half, tne Kogara the eastern

half,of the country south of the tturchisoB River,

MaJcing FLres

Upright method, the dry pithy stalks of the "lupin" family,

also the wosd of the native peach tree are used,

mtohgrflXt, gwgry

The aobbernyooa, the mobbernyooa or bulyaman can cure andc ausi

sickness, death, can make rain to fall, etc#

riBfftillTft ItBHWiafft

Gestures are occasionally used, bat no fixed code noticed.

Tfltflma

1«han the indtiation ceremony is being performed, the first living

ereatyre whether bird, beast, reptile or insect seen by the newly

initiated boy is called his ngallingo. He must never kill nor

even look at this particular creature and if he hears it spoken

about by the other natives he must leave their presence,

others must not speak of it in his presenee.
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nonatalile j;'ollettr WorthMmoton

jterr;i-a^§-„g?ygm<?ay

The bride is taken, when he has reached aarriageable hjr

her brother or father from her father's camp and led b/ the

hand to a spot a short distance awa/ vhere the bridegroom Is

sitting down by himself and the bride is made to sit in his

lap (?) and she is then informed by her father and mother (?)

that she Is not to leare the man under pain of being speared*

Then the pair are supposed to be married and all her relations

leave them and the man and his wife go away and camp by them

selves for a day and then the husband takes his wife to his

friends and they live with his people,

ttodg Ql SurlaJl

A round hole is dug about five or six feet deep according to

the deueased's hei^t. The body is placed in a kneeliisg p«s->

ition, hands straight down by the side and face towards ths

east. A stick is placed under the chin to hold the head up

and no earth is allowed near the body* Sticks are then put

over it to hold the earth pp and are piled upon each other elese

to the surface*

figma Trftpg

Setting and pits.
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